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TO YOUR SON AND MY SON 





AT MY HOUSE or Al’s house—whoever’s playing host— 
“To your son and my son!” is more than just a toast... 


For Al knows and I know that after Victory’s won 





We’ve still got a whole lot of planning to get done. 
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So my pledge and Al’s pledge assures those absent lads 


Seagrams That their trust is our trust—Let’s keep it wisely, dads! 
and be Sure 
Pledge the post-war world with whiskey of pre-war quality... 
MOST ranonn Ho Seagram’s savory 7 Crown ...a blend of Seagram’s most treas- 
ured reserves — taste-lightened with pedigreed, soft-stilled grain 
MOST ay <7 a neutral spirits ... Serve it sparingly. It’s irreplaceable! 





Seagram’s 7 Crown Blended Whiskey. 65% grain neutral spirits. 86.8 Proof. Seagram-Distillers Corporation, Chrysler Building, New York. | 




















RED CROSS 


‘The Red Cross is con- 
stantly at work, caring 
for our men and women 
in the armed forces. 


Their financial needs, 
like their services, are 
continuous! 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION 
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BROKEN 
PLEDGE 


The Case Against 
the White Paper 
On Palestine 


A hundred-page pamphlet 
containing a full, well-docu- 
mented statement of the Jew- 
ish claim to Palestine and the 
case for the immediate abro- 
gation of the White Paper. 


25 cents 
Articles by 


Dr. CHAIM WEIZMANN 
DAVID BEN GURION 
DOROTHY THOMPSON 
SIR NORMAN ANGELL 
L. B. NAMIER 


Parliamentary Debate 


WINSTON CHURCHILL 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF 
CANTERBURY 
HERBERT MORRISON 
LEOPOLD AMERY 


Statements by 


FIELD MARSHAL SMUTS 
VISCOUNT CECIL 
WENDELL L. WILLKIE 
SENATOR WAGNER 
GOVERNOR DEWEY 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


It is essential for the suc- 
cess of the campaign against 
the White Paper that all the 
facts become known to as 
wide a public as possible. In 
order to insure mass distribu- 
tion of the pamphlet, special 
bundle rates are offered: 


100 copies............ 15.00 
50 copies.........$ 8.50 
500 copies.........._ 65.00 


1,000 copies........... 120.00 


Organizations and individuals 
may place their orders with 
THE JEWISH 
FRONTIER ASSOCIATION 
45 EAST 17TH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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Comments of the Month 


THAINANIGIASGSAMOARH HTL 


THE Trap SHUTS 


| awe AT your map. You have been studying geog- 
raphy since 1939. Horror-stricken you watched 
the march of the Nazi hordes across Europe. You 
followed the invasion of Russia, and learned the 
names of unfamiliar cities and rivers. You wheeled 
round rejoicing at Stalingrad. For over a year now, 
you have been watching the foul tide recede leaving 
ghostly cities in its wake. 

There is another parallel march that you have 
watched—the death march of the Jews in Europe. 
You have seen the tentacles of the Nazi monster 
reach out into France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 
Norway, Italy. You have heard the sealed trains 
rumble back across central Europe with the corpses 
of those who had managed to escape. You have 
averted your face from the slaughter-house of Po- 
land. The murder of three million human beings 
was something that you could not bring yourself to 
watch. For a moment you gazed—in anguish and 
reverence—at the Warsaw Ghetto as it went down 
in flames. . 

There was one spot on the map, however, where 
you sought some scant comfort. That was in the Bal- 
kans. You said to yourself, “Here is the remnant.” 
800,000 Jews in Hungary; 250,000 in Rumania. 
These could be saved from the extermination-squads. 
That was your hope—a grim and terrible hope 
which fed itself on the tragic expectation that per- 
haps one out of every five Jews in Europe might 
escape the lethal chambers and mass-graves of the 
Nazi murderers. 

Look at your map again. The circle has closed. 
The last remaining Jewish communities in Europe, 
outside of Russia, are caught in the vise. Since the 
German occupation of the Balkans, the death-trap 
has snapped shut. Already reports reach us that the 
Nazi over-lords have ordained a quick “solution of 
the Jewish problem” one of their first tasks in the 
Balkans. 

Against whom shall we cry out? Not against the 
Nazi butchers; it is pointless to indulge in moral 
strictures against homicidal maniacs or wild beasts. 
They should be destroyed with a minimum of expos- 
tulation; sermons are irrelevant. 

Shall we plead our case before the bar-of history? 
That judgment-chamber is too remote. Our agony is 
here and of the present. The blood that stains each 
moment calls out now. 

We can only accuse those who speak the language 
of civilized mankind, who use the terms of its moral- 
ity, who profess its ideals. The world may have been 
taken unawares when the Nazi extermination plan 
first began to be fulfilled, but no such explanations 


apply now. The Nazis have publicized their crimes. 
They have not kept their purposes secret. For two 
years, every literate person has known that the Jews 
of Europe were doomed and that their sole salvation 
lay in escape. Thousands of Jews fled to the peri- 
phery of the European continent. Some fortunate 
ones got out of the European charnel-house. Others 
were hauled back to be killed in Belzec or Treblinka. 
Those who managed after heart-breaking wander- 
ings to flee East as far as the Balkans, found a 
breathing-spell. They were permitted to live in Hun- 
gary and Rumania. Despite the deprivations of civil 
rights, severe restrictive measures in the choice of 
professions, and even occasional pogroms, by-and- 
large they were permitted to exist—in the simple 
biological sense. But they knew, and we knew, and 
the governments of the United Nations knew, that 
the breathing-spell was illusory, that at any moment 
the Nazi killers might decide to complete their 
labors. How did the governments of the United 
Nations act in the light of this knowledge? The 
gates of the democratic world remained closed, and 
the doors of Palestine were swung shut. 


Look at your map again. If you had made the trek 
from Germany to Austria, from Austria to Czecho- 
slovakia, from Czechoslovakia to Hungary, from 
Hungary to Rumania, if you stood at last on the 
shores of the Black Sea, where could you go? The 
Black Sea is ringed by two continents with vast ter- 
ritories, but among all these lands, only one has been 
eager to welcome Jewish refugees—the Jewish 
homeland. 


There is an inexorable logic in the pressure of 
contemporary events. Recently President Roosevelt 
stated that the United States had never accepted the 
restrictions of the White Paper. Recently, a great 
meeting was held at Madison Square Garden at 
which distinguished speakers, leaders of the nation, 
demanded that Palestine be permitted to play its 
rightful part as a center of Jewish mass immigration. 
Members of the Congress of the United States did 
not hesitate to question the argument of “military 
expediency” on the basis of which the Palestine 
resolution was set aside. Still more recently, our Presi- 
dent warned the Nazis and their satellites that retri- 
bution would follow upon further crimes against 
Jews, and he urged the free nations of Europe to 
shelter those who could escape. 


These are not disparate announcements on fe- 
motely related aspects of the same question. They 
add up to one thing—the inescapable conviction 
that Jews must flee from Europe and that Palestine is 
their chief chance of succor. The Jews in the Bal- 
kans could possibly make their way to Turkey. How 
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many Jews will Turkey shelter without the assurance 
that she will merely be a “temporary haven,” in 
other words, without the assurance that the Jews 
who enter her territories will eventually be admitted 
into Palestine? 

The question answers itself. Yet at this moment, 
when the lives of another million innocent children, 
women, and men are threatened by assassins, the 
White Paper of Great Britain stands unrevoked; the 
Congress of the United States pigeon-holes a resolu- 
tion calling for the establishment of Palestine as a 
Jewish Commonwealth, and no country on the 
globe, save Palestine, says clearly and unequivocally 
to the Jews of Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria: 
“Come to our shores; we will save you from murder.” 


It is well that our President has spoken plainly 
and vigorously to the Nazi satellites; but of what 
avail are even the boldest words unless we make 
known in what definite territories Jews will be given 
asylum? If the Jews of the Balkans are permitted to 
perish, it is not the Nazis alone who will be among 
the executioners. 


TERROR IN PALESTINE 


pon FROM letting up, the wave of terrorism in Pal- 
estine has risen to a new climax that has brought 
with it the restoration of curfews, death-penalties, and 
other conditions reminiscent of 1936-1939. The con- 
demnations and warnings by the Jewish Agency, the 
Jewish National Council, the press, and the most in- 
fluential organized group in the country, the Histad- 
rut, have so far been of no avail. 

The groups responsible for these acts are well 
known, but nobody has as yet displayed the necessary 
moral authority to put an end to this series of plan- 
ned crimes. It may be that this was only to be ex- 
pected. Moral influence can be exerted only upon 
such persons as have the capacity to receive it, and 
who can be impressed by an appeal to their con- 
science, to their sense of responsibility. The Revi- 
sionist Commanders of the Irgun Zvai Leumi have 
long since lost such capacity. They mock at every 
communal authority, at public opinion and appeals 
to moral values. The lust for adventure, the morbid 
desire “to command” is much stronger in them than 
any considerations about what is permitted and what 
is forbidden, what can be useful to the community 
and what is dangerous. They would be thoroughly 
bored with life if they had not an occasional oppor- 
tunity for such criminal pastimes, at their own risk, 
and even more, at the risk of the whole community. 

In this case the Revisionist Military Organization 
cannot complain that enemies have falsely accused it. 
On the contrary, it boasts from its underground 
haunts of its frenetic deeds and is insolent enough to 
threaten the editors of Jewish newspaper in Pales- 
tine with reprisals if they do not cease their condem- 
nation. 
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Nor can the Revisionists piously disavow their 
responsibility for the Irgun Zvai Leumi. Of all the 
Jewish newspapers in Palesine, the Revisionist Ha- 
mashkif was the only one not to join the protest 
against the first acts of terrorism. It is a fact to be 
noted also that up to this time, the so-called Palestine 
delegation in America headed by Peter Bergson, 
which has always made it clear that it considers itself 
the representative of the Irgun, has not uttered a 
single word of condemnation of the new campaign 
of terror which has thrown the whole Jewish com- 
munity in Palestine into a state of exceptional anxiety. 


That these are not mere sporadic outbursts, but 
the result of a quasi-revolutionary conspiracy, is 
plainly indicated by the Irgun’s announcement last 
month that the armistice between the British Gov- 
ernment and “Jewish Youth” has been ended. Thus 
the Military Organization which the Revisionists 
have fostered in Palestine has, so to speak, issued a 
declaration of war and is preparing to challenge at 
this moment the British Empire, the Arab World, 
and—a trifle in comparison—the whole Jewish com- 
munity which does not accept its plans and strategy. 


To what can this senseless terrorist strategy lead? 
It will enable our enemies to broadcast charges 
throughout the world that Jews are not loyal to the 
war effort. The Irgun Zvai Leumi’s declaration 
speaks of an armistice between “Jewish Youth” and 
the British Government. There is no way of know- 
ing precisely what percentage of Jewish youth in Pal- 
estine belongs to the Irgun. We do know however, 
that almost 40,000 Jewish young men and women 
are serving voluntarily in the British Armed Forces; 
that these young Jews have no tie with the Irgun 
whatsoever; and that there are no more devoted sol- 
diers in the whole British Army or in the forces of 
the Commonwealth of Nations. But the propaganda- 
machine of our enemies will continue to remain 
silent about our valiant military units (or else refer 
to them only as Palestinians) while they will give 
the greatest publicity to that group, however small it 
may be, which has declared, in time of war, that the 
armistice with England has been ended. See, they 
will emphasize, how little the Jews can be trusted, 
and how in their blindness they are ready to damage 
the interests of the Allies. 

But this is not all. Terrorism is a contagious dis- 
ease; and there are still sufficient numbers of past or 
potential Arab terrorists in Palestine who may easily 
follow the Irgun’s example. They have arms—al- 
though the police catch them less often than the 
Jews and the courts try them with less publicity, and 
also with less severity, than Jewish individuals or 
groups have been accorded—and although they 
are leaderless to a large extent, they can still carry 
out terrorist acts, if not against the police or the 
army, then against the Jews. Already an attack upon 
a Jewish bus passing through an Arab village has 
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been reported. A continuation along these lines can 
lead to results which may easily be imagined. 

But if we are fortunate and no such consequences 
eventuate for the time being, it is still plain that the 
government has received an excellent pretext for re- 
newing the notorious searches in Jewish villages for 
hidden arms. These searches had ceased temporarily 
under the pressure of public opinion in the United 
States and Great Britain. The latest acts of the Irgun 
Zvai Leumi play into the hands of the Palestine ad- 
ministration which has long since determined to dis- 
arm the Jewish population and make it completely 
dependent upon the “protection” of the local Admin- 
istration. The Palestine government, which has 
never had reason to be accused of being over-friendly 
to the Jews, can now proceed, as it will claim, “in 
self-defense” to organize raids everywhere: Yemenite 
prayer houses in Jerusalem have already been search- 
ed in the midst of Sabbath services; and this may be 
only the beginning of a ruthless large-scale campaign 
to disarm the Jews. 

The war is still far from its close and nobody can 
predict its future course with complete certitude; but, 
some things are quite clear already: 

First, that however much justified indignation has 
accumulated among us because of the brutal and 
lawless Palestine policy of the British Government, 
the so-called breaking off of the “armistice” between 
us and England (if we are to accept for a moment 


the terms in which Revisionism thinks) is criminal . 


lunacy. 

Second, that our campaign against that British 
policy must be conducted, particularly in time of war 
—unless we have altogether lost our minds— 
through legal channels. 

Third, that the present war, in whose outcome we 
have a stake certainly greater than any other people, 
cannot be divided into local fronts. Only maniacs 
could think today of undermining such order as 
exists in Palestine, vital as it is not only for British 
bureaucrats in Jerusalem, but for England generally, 
for Palestine itself, and for the whole democratic 
world. 

Fourth, that we must be armed in Palestine against 
any contingency, not for the sake of terrorist acts, 
whether against the British Government or our Arab 
neighbors, but in order to defend Jewish lives, honor, 
and property if the occasion should unhappily arise. 

Fifth, that any act of terror committed today in 
Palestine by a Jewish person or group is a senseless 
and treacherous provocation which strengthens the 
forces seeking to disarm us. 

This line of reasoning is perhaps too simple to be 
comprehended by the commanders of the Irgun. Ad- 
venturers have a “logic” of their own. But the Irgun, 
we know, contains not only such adventurers as its 
leaders. Its ranks also number many young men and 
women of good and honorable purpose and animated 
by a feeling of responsibility that has been led into 
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the wrong channels. We do not believe that the 
majority of members of the Irgun are essentially 
criminal characters. The ringleaders have exploited 
the sensitive conscience, idealism, and spirit of self- 
sacrifice of these young people to send them upon 
dangerous missions—dangerous above all for the 
Jewish people. The government itself will never be 
able to prove that it is blameless and had not a great 
influence, through its brutal policy, in leading honest 
and decent young Jews to the brink of desperation, 
so that they were prepared to take the attitude of 
“Let my soul die with the Philistines.” There is such 
a thing as a compulsion to symbolize; and it would 
require extreme dullness not to understand how an 
immigration office or a police station in Jerusalem, 
Haifa, or Tel Aviv could easily become, in the mind 
of a frustrated, suffering young man, a symbol of all 
those forces of hostility that are responsible for the 
Struma catastrophe, or the humiliation somewhere 
upon the Island of Mauritius, or the death of thou- 
sands upon thousands of Jews in the occupied coun- 
tries who might have been saved in Palestine had not 
the White Paper policy condemned them to be trap- 
ped in Hitler Europe. The “logic” of desperation is 
usually the worst of counsels, and if we fail to cure 
the chiefs of Irgun of their basic lawlessness and irre- 
sponsibility, Jewish public opinion the world over 
must give clear and vigorous expression to its con- 
demnation of the Irgun so that those among its 
members who have been led there through exploita- 
tion of their moral sensitivity shall feel their own 
social isolation from the Jewish community the 
world over. 

Toward this end those groups in America who 
identify themselves with the Irgun through organi- 
zational ties or common ideas must.be made to feel 
the force of a social quarantine. Should those groups 
now wish to retract their former avowal of a relation 
with the Irgun, they must plainly, openly, and offic- 
ially disclaim any connection with that organization 
which is justly regarded as our greatest internal peril. 


Pres. RoosEVELT UNDER CENSORSHIP 


T HE QUESTION of what statements and comments 
are of military expediency with respect to the 
situation in the Middle East has recently been passed 
upon by an authority which, to judge by the extent 
of its presumption, regards itself as higher than any 
other. We refer to the censor in Jerusalem who, ac- 
cording to a recent report, has not permitted Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's statement concerning the White 
Paper and the future of Palestine to be printed by 
the newspapers of the Holy Land. It was through 
Egyptian newspapers that Palestine learned what the 
President had said. 

In making the decision that President Roosevelt's 
remarks were too imprudent and light-minded for 
publication in the tense conditions of today, the local 
censor was only carrying out what has already be- 
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come a historical and firmly established tradition. 
The list of those whose remarks are not sufficiently 
guarded to pass the Palestine censor includes not 
only President Roosevelt but Vice-President Wallace, 
and, for that matter, Prime Minister Churchill him- 
self, sections of whose comments on the White Paper 
have not been judged suitable for perusal in Palestine. 


Three years ago, however, the Palestine censor 
really outdid himself. It was on the occasion of 
Chanukah, which during that year happened to coin- 
cide with Christmas Day. The ex-Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland and Chaplain to the King of 
England, Dr. Norman Maclean, had written a mes- 
sage to be printed in the Palestine Post that day, in 
which he took to task Hitler and the Nazis and other 
“gangsters and robbers and mass-murderers.” He 
also suggested that it showed some deficiency of 
Christian spirit that, like the little inn which 19 cen- 
turies ago had no room for the mother who was to 
give birth to Christ (“where there is heart room 
there is house room”), communities today also 
“make room for every foul instrument of mass mur- 
der and greed, but for the plea that men must love 
one another, for that there is no room.” All these re- 
marks the censor cut out of the Christmas-Chanukah 
message of the ‘Rev. Dr. Norman Maclean, ex-Mod- 
erator of the Church of Scotland and Chaplain to the 
King of England, together with mention of the fact 
that Chanukah and Christmas did happen to coin- 
cide that year. He even presumed to censor Holy 
Writ, deciding that it would be dangerous to military 
security if the angels’ song “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace” were qualified by the 
addition of “to men of goodwill.” 


For some time the editors of JEWISH FRONTIER, 
as well as of our brother publication, the Labor Zion- 
ist weekly Yiddisher Kemfer, have nursed some re- 
sentment against the Palestine censor, because he re- 
gards us as too dangerous for reading by our sub- 
scribers in Palestine; but in view of the above record, 
in which the censor has ruled against Wallace, Chur- 
chill, Roosevelt, and the New Testament itself, we 
have come to the conclusion that perhaps there is no 
ground for complaint. The superior wisdom which 
detected the danger in the light-minded remarks of 
all the above exalted personages can surely be trusted 
to make an adequate judgment in our, lesser case. 


CONGRATULATIONS, Dr. WISE 


N MARCH 17, 1944, was celebrated the seven- 

tieth anniversary of Dr. Stephen S. Wise, rabbi 

in Israel and tribune of the people. The celebration 
found Stephen Wise engaged in perhaps a greater 
variety of responsible and onerous tasks on behalf of 
the Jewish people than at any other time in his long 
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and active career. As president of the American 
Jewish Conference, as co-chairman of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, as head of the American 
and World Jewish Congresses, his days and _ his 
nights are filled with the concerns of Jews the world 
over, concerns whose weight and desperate nature 
are mounting steadily from day to day. The celebra- 
tion of his anniversary will not mean that he may 
now retire from some of his heaviest obligations for 
a rest that has surely been well-deserved; it will 
simply mark a rededication of Stephen Wise to even 
greater responsibilities in this period of deepening 
crisis and soon, as we all hope, to a leading part in 
the happier task of reconstruction that will come at 
length after the war. 


I¢ has been characteristic of Stephen Wise that 
throughout his life he has regarded historical events 
as committing him personally, and imposing con- 
crete duties upon him. Thus, during the last world 
war, Wise felt impelled to offer to abandon his pul- 
pit and work in a shipyard. The same keen feeling 
for personal duty has characterized his whole life, 
professional, social, as well as political. There are 
many stories told to this effect about Wise’s relation- 
ship to his rabbinical duties. Among the most famous 
is his well-known Open Letter to the board of 
Temple Emanuel, where he was offered a position as 
rabbi on condition that he submit some of his re- 
marks for the approval of the board before preach- 
ing. Rather than accept such a restriction on his free- 
dom of expression, Wise refused the offer and estab- 
lished the Free Synagogue. Equally characteristic 
was his bold attack upon Judge Gary, of the Gary 
Steel mills, on occasion of the strike in his factory, 
despite the fact that a good many of his congregation 
were strong supporters or personal beneficiaries of 
the Gary Steel Corporation. 


In the history of Zionism, Wise occupies a unique 
role. He was one of the first American Jews to ap- 
preciate the significance of Zionism, to view it as a 
national philosophy equally applicable to emanci- 
pated American Jews as to persecuted East European 
Jews. He had the vision and the courage to reject 
the assimilationism which was typical a generation 
ago of the reform rabbinate. American Zionism is 
deeply indebted to his fighting spirit, and in every 
crisis, American Jewry turns to him naturally as to 
its champion. He has never failed that trust. 


At seventy, Wise still sees his obligations as 
sharply and adheres to them as firmly as he did while 
a younger man. That same sense of personal dedica- 
tion and personal willingness to assume the burden- 
some consequences of any political or moral position 
that he takes up will stand Dr. Wise in good stead 
for many years to come in the consecrated work in 
which he is engaged. 
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An Open Letter 


(Reprinted from THE PROTESTANT, April, 1944 ) 


Dear Kenneth Leslie: 


Those letters, of which you sent me copies, where- 
in you are asked why The Protestant does not sup- 
port the endeavors of the so-called “Emergency Com- 
mittee to Save the Jews of Europe,” which calls itself 
a non-partisan, non-sectarian body, are of a similar 
content and tenor as a number of inquiries I have 
been receiving myself lately. 


I generally reply to my correspondents that I 
know both the political motives and the personnel of 
that Committee rather intimately since they are both 
identical with those of the now defunct “Committee 
for a Jewish Army” with which, as you will recall, I 
was associated for a short time in the capacity of 
National Chairman. 

The actual directors of both these Committees, 
and of two others now in process of formation, viz. 
the “National Jewish Council” and the “American 
League for a Free Palestine” are the self-same indi- 
viduals—four or five young men who were sent to 
the United States as a “Palestine Delegation” by a 
small political group in the Holy Land known as the 
Irgun Zevai Leumi, or, in English: the “Nationalist 
Military Organization.” This numerically insignifi- 
cant group in Palestine is modelled, structurally and 
ideologically, upon the erstwhile Social Revolution- 
ary Party of Czarist Russia, or, if you wish for a near- 
er and closer prototype: the Macedonian Comitadjis. 
The Irgun is proscribed in Palestine because of its 
fascistic methods and its advocacy and employment 
of terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs 
and Britons alike. It is no exaggeration to say that 
ninety-five and three-quarters per cent of the Jewish 
population in Palestine have no truck or trade with 
the Irgun. 

In a dispatch from Jerusalem, dated February 25 
of this year, the New York Times reported an in- 
crease in terroristic outrages in Palestine. The dis- 
patch attributed the rise of violence to a renewed ac- 
tivity on the part of the Irgun. I say “renewed” be- 
cause during the tragic period of disturbances in the 
Holy Land, back in 1936-1939, the Irgun made its 
very name obnoxious and infamous to all sincere 
friends of Palestine by subtracting itself from 
national Jewish discipline. In those years the Jewish 
Community of Palestine with one common accord 
decided not to retaliate, not to kill Arabs in retalia- 
tion for the almost daily murder of Jews and the de- 
struction of Jewish property by Arabs acting under 
the inspiration of Axis agents. The Irgun alone ab- 
stained from this noble and truly Christian resolu- 
tion. It is common knowledge that the Irgun did kill 
and did commit acts of violence. There were even 


rumors that certain members of the Irgun made at- 
tempts to establish contact with the Nazis in Ger- 
many with a view to bring about concerted action 
against the British in the Near East. These rumors 
were denied by the Irgun itself. 

The aforementioned dispatch to the New York 
Times ran as follows: 


“Jerusalem, Feb. 15. Political terrorist activity 
has been showing a marked recrudescence lately 
in various parts of Palestine, probably in the mis- 
taken notion that it will bring about pressure on 
British authorities to change her present policy 
drastically in favor of extremist Jewish nationalist 
demands. 

“The authors of these outrages—of which the 
latest was the explosion of two time bombs placed 
inside British police vehicles at Haifa yesterday— 
belong to a tiny fanatical group calling itself Irgun 
Zevai Leumi (Nationalist Military Organization) 
whose anarchist acts have been condemned by the 
remainder of the Jewish population as harmful to 
the Jewish cause. Twenty dissident revolutionaries 
recently escaped from a detention camp near Jeru- 
salem and are believed to have joined their asso- 
ciates belonging to an even more extremist faction, 
whose leader, Abraham Stern, was shot dead dur- 
ing a police encounter in February, 1942. 

“Arab papers have joined the Jewish press in 
demanding the apprehension and dire punishment 
of these lawless elements.” 


I resigned from the “Committee for a Jewish 
Army,” which was set up by the Irgunist delegation, 
not because of outside pressure or because I was dis- 
satisfied with the salary, as has been alleged (for 
there was no salary or any other kind of remunera- 
tion involved at any time). I resigned, I say, because 
I came to the painful realization that the Commit- 
tee’s directors, the four or five Palestinian Irgunists 
had not mended and showed no intention to mend 
their ways in this country, as I had at first hoped they 
would and as they had promised me faithfully and 
repeatedly. I had accepted the National Chairman- 
ship in the first place because I believed it but right 
that the Jews of Palestine, who were fighting so 
gloriously in the British Armies in the Near East 
should have a military force of their own, should 
fight and died under their own flag and in their own 
name, as it were, and not as unknown soldiers. 

I still believe this should be so when I consider 
that at least a quarter of General Montgomery’s 
forces at the height of the campaign in Lybia were 
Palestinian Jews and that at present no less than sixty 
Palestinian Jewish units are fighting in Italy. When 
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Irak, the country which called in Hitler's Luftwaffe 
to stab Britain in the back, is made a member of the 
United Nations, and when Egypt whose armies did 
not lift one finger to resist the German invader and 
whose Chief of Staff was arrested at a moment when 
he was on the verge of flying over to Rommel with 
Montgomery’s secret campaign plans in his pocket, 
is treated as a loyal Ally, I think the Palestinian 
Jewry should at least be given recognition of its 
valor and the country of Palestine recognition of its 
immense industrial and agricultural contribution to 
the common victory by being permited to call its 
army its own. 

Moreover, the constitution of an army made up of 
Palestinian Jews, would, I think, go a long way 
towards spiking those Goebbels-inspired whispering 
campaigns in this country of America according to 


~ which the Jews leave the fighting, the suffering and 


the dying to others. The world would know that 
Jews do fight and have fought magnificently in this 
war. 


On the strength of the promise of the Irgunists 
that they would not inject the methods and tactics of 
their Palestine society into American affairs, I accept- 
ed the Chairmanship of the “Committee for a Jewish 
Army.” I was to be deeply disillusioned and I was 
placed in a most embarrassing position vis a vis of 
many friends and eminent personalities who had 
sought to persuade me to disassociate myself from 
the Irgunist Committee. 


In spite of earnest and repeated remonstrances and 
protests on my part, the directors of the “Committee 
for a Jewish Army” insisted on bringing into that 
organization a number of persons notorious for their 
reactionary past in American public life. They also 
refused to collaborate with established Jewish and 
non-Jewish bodies and organizations of a progressive, 
reputable and democratic character. Like the Irgun 
in Palestine, the Irgunist directors of the “Committee 
for a Jewish Army” wanted to play and did play a 
lone hand. 


The real reasons for my resignation were always 
carefully hidden or totally misrepresented by the 
directors of the “Committee for a Jewish Army” so 
that many people till this day are and remain under 
the false impression that I am still an active sup- 
porter of the Committee or of one or more of its 
various offshoots and prolongations. This illusion 
was furthered a good deal by the reproduction in the 
Irgunist periodical The Answer of articles and state- 
ments from my pen which had appeared elsewhere 
but which were presented in that publication as ori- 
ginal material. 


I never had any connection with The Answer and 
I stopped the sale of my recent book by its editors. 


With the “Committee to Save the Jewish People 
of Europe” which is one of the offshoots of the Army 
Committee I had no relationship whatever either. 
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I am not, it goes without saying, opposed to saving 
Jews from Europe, and I have all my days been one 
of the most outspoken and militant non-Jewish ad- 
vocates of the establishment of a free and indepen- 
dent Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. My books 
Days of Our Years, The Time Is Now, That Day 
Alone and The Forgotten Ally are a public record to 
testify for me. 


But I cannot, in conscience, support a “Committee 
to Save the Jewish People of Europe, which has nei- 
ther the means, the facilities, nor, I declare, the in- 
tention to save Jews. 


To speak bluntly, that “Committee to Save the 
Jewish People of Europe” is a hoax, in my judgment 
a very cruel hoax perpetrated on the American pub- 
lic, Jewish and non-Jewish alike. That Committee 
and its directors have but one aim in view; to in- 
crease the prestige of the outlawed political group in 
Palestine known as the Irgun and the glorification of 
the Irgun’s self-styled “dynamic” missionaries in this 
country. 

It is so easy to make a noise and create a fuss and 
gather a few followers, as the Irgunist directors of 
these leagues, committees and councils are doing 
here in America, so easy when one has neither re- 
sponsibility or standing. By what they do here in 
America they hope to make an impression in Pales- 
tine and to persuade Palestinians that at least in the 
U. S. A. the Irgun is constructively active and has 
public support. At present the Irgunists take credit 
and proclaim from the housetops that they are re- 
sponsible for President Roosevelt's appointment of a 
Committee on Refugees. This is, as Ludwig Lewi- 
sohn aptly remarked, like Chantecler in Rostand’s 
play crowing from the dungheap that he has made 
the sun rise. 


The “Committee to Save the Jewish People of 
Europe” has been abandoned by many liberals and is 
today almost homogeneously made up of reaction- 
aries on the one hand and on the other hand of well- 
meaning persons who are distressed over the woes of 
Israel, but who do not know the background, the 
origin, the ambitions and the real objectives of the 
Committee’s parent-body and its ultimate objectives. 


I commiserate the more with these charitably- 
minded persons since I was once a victim myself, and 
I deeply regret that some have entered the ranks of 
the Irgunist organizations in America in a belief that 
I was to be one of their fellow-members. The ex- 
planation of the commendation which certain prom- 
inent men have given to the Committee’s work is 
simply this, that the Committee has managed to at- 
tract their attention by the noise it makes with its 
vulgar, high-pressure tactics of publicity. If people 
knew what was really involved they would have kept 
the Committee at a considerable distance. 


In the Jewish field, the Committee goes counter to 
and combats the internationally-legally established 
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“Jewish Agency for Palestine” which is the body 
that represents the national interests of the Jewish 
people in the community of civilized nations. All 
the Irgunist Committees: the Committee to Save the 
Jews, the League for a Free Palestine, etc., seek to 
disrupt established Jewish organizations, such as the 
Zionist Organization of America by means of typic- 
ally facile, fascist charges and accusations of “bureau- 
cratic inefficiency,” “ruling cliques,” “grand moguls,” 
etc. It is so easy! ... 

You are perfectly right in your decision not to 
have anything to do with the “Committee to Save the 
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Jewish People of Europe” or with the Irgun’s next 
item: the “League for a Free Palestine.” They are 
both sponsored by the same Palestinian body through 
its delegation here in America: the fascist, terrorist 
Irgun. The Jewish people in this hour of their 
supreme anguish when three million Jews have been 
killed by Hitler and when the doors of Palestine re- 
main closed to the refugees, undoubtedly need our 
sympathy and our help. But that help cannot be 
given by supporting the deliberate confusionists of 
the Irgun either here or in the Holy Land. 
PIERRE VAN PAASSEN. 


To Whom Does the Earth Belong? 


by Dorothy Thompson 


N THE security and prosperity of our beautiful 
America, we are living in a dream world. We, 
who gathered tonight in this great meeting, came 
here openly, with no fear that we would be arrested 
on the way, hurled into prison, or mowed down by 
machine guns—or rounded up, now, in this hall, and 
carried off for extermination. Before we came, each of 
us ate a good dinner. And when we go, all of us will 
return to warm shelter and comfortable beds. 


Far away there is a painful war. There have been 
wars before. They have all been agonizing. But 
eventually we have won them. Then peace has re- 
turned, and the world has gone on pretty much as 
before. 

That is still, in general, our comfortable attitude 
towards this war. 

But this is not that kind of a war. What is hap- 
pening today, all over the world in greater or lesser 
degree, is not just a war. It is the collapse of a civili- 
zation. It is the liquidation of an epoch. If we wish 
to seek an analogy for these times, we cannot find it 
in the Great War of 1914-1918. We cannot find it 
in the European wars for national unification of the 
19th century. We cannot find it in the revolutionary 
wars of the eighteenth century, when the French 
revolution mounted the Man on Horseback to over- 
ride Europe, Africa, and part of Russia. We cannot 
even find it in the seventeenth century religious wars, 
which devastated large parts of Europe and left, they 
say, in Central Europe more wolves than men. 

No, to find the parallel one must go much farther 
back to the cataclysms that shock the fourth and fifth 
centuries, when Rome, the citadel of western civiliza- 
tion fell before the barbarians and a great culture 
plunged headiong into the abyss. We refer to those 
years as the years of the Migration of the peoples, 


(An address delivered at Madison Square Garden 
on March 21, 1944.) 


when war and ruin set adrift millions of men, and 
the whole face of the globe moved, like a scattered 
anthill. 


This world we live in is in such a state of funda- 
mental eruption. Whether we cast our eyes upon 
China, where millions of men, women, and children, 
have beaten a mass retreat into the interior of that 
continental country, in their flight to a place from 
where to take another stand; or whether we look at 
Europe, where ten million non-German Europeans 
have been gathered from all countries and transport- 
ed to the factories and fields of Germany; or whether 
we look at Russia, where other millions have been 
moved from the western lands to the eastern to 
man new factories and plough new ground—every- 
where we see this vast shift and stir, this vast migra- 
tion of the peoples. “Scattered like leaves before the 
enchanter fleeing—pestilence stricken multitudes.” 


* * * 


Yet among these uprooted and harassed moving 
masses, there lives in all the breath of hope. The 
Chinese family, thousands of miles from its original 
home, still squats and fights on Chinese soil. The 
Frenchman, toiling in a Silesian field, or in a Breslau 
factory, dreams of the gentle air of Normandy or 
Axivergne, and has faith that one day he will return 
and be gathered into the arms of his countrymen. 
Even in the seething underground movements which 
burrow under the surface life of Europe, men, hold- 
ing their lives in their hands, know that they will pay 
for their deeds only with a few patriot’s lives. 


There is but one people of Europe, for whom no 
hope is offered. There is but one people upon all of 
whom the death sentence has been decisively passed. 
That is the Jews. From Oslo to Milan, and from the 
furthermost Polish border to Bordeaux, the arm of 
the Nazi reaches out for them. Their transportation 
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does not mean work or imprisonment—with hope. 
Their transportation means death. Never, in the 
whole history of a persecuted race, have they been so 
trapped. 

The extermination center for European Jewry is 
Poland. It has become the mass death cell for Euro- 
pean Jews. 

It was, before the war, the country with the larg- 
est Jewish population. There, in its Jewish quarters, 
and in its great cities, lived 3,500,000 Jews. For the 
most part they were very poor. For the most part 
they were half-outcasts even in the happiest times. 
Today they are treated like vermin, like roaches or 
bugs, to be exterminated. 

I have seen underground reports from Poland, from 
Jewish and Polish sources. The story they tell dwarfs 
the accounts of Christian martyrs in the arenas and 
catacombs of ancient Rome. The reports are cold 
and statistical. “Last November, at Trawniki, all the 
men in a camp of 10,000 were taken out for the al- 
leged purpose of digging air raid shelters. After two 
hours they were surrounded and machine gunned to 
death. 50 trucks then evacuated the women and 
children to another point, where they were also 
liquidated. The camp was then re-filled with new 
arrivals—lItalian Jews.” 

Here is another. “Early in November the Ger- 
mans began liquidating all the Jewish camps in 
Eastern Galicia, near the front. In Lwow, on Janow- 
ska street, they publicly executed a selected 2,000.” 

That is the story. The Polish Jews, interned in 
ghettos and camps, are being executed to make room 
for other European Jews, who then, in their turn, 
will be executed. The camps are in Eastern Poland. 
As the Russians advance all male Jews will certainly 
be liquidated, lest liberated by the Russians they join 
them as guerrillas. For even in their ghettos—in 
Warsaw, Bialystok, and elsewhere, they have not 
been hounded into a firing squad without a fight. 
With such weapons as they could smuggle in, 
through the Polish underground, and with their bare 
hands, and with fire, they have made S. S. men pay 
with many wounds and many deaths for their exter- 
mination. They have not died like bugs and roaches. 
They have died like men. But their resistance has 
been only for the record of Jewish heroism. They 
have died to prove that Jews are not worms. But 
they have died, just the same. 


It is reckoned that of the 3,500,000 Jews origin- 
ally in Poland, not a quarter of a million still live. 
Those who do are protected by non-Jewish members 
of the underground, or live, like cave men, in the 
Polish forests. They live to tell a story, not to save a 
people. 


- . * 


But those who live have learned one thing: A 
people without a homeland of their own is doomed. 
What Theodor Herzl preached long ago, while “the 
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most highly civilized Jews” of Europe refused to 
listen, has been proved in our lifetime. And from 
one end of Europe to another, Jews sit down and 
weep, aye they weep, because they remember Zion. 
And I say: Their word should go out through all the 
earth and their cry to the end of the world. And 
there should be no speech and language where their 
voice is not heard! 

Hear this cry! It comes from the remnant of 
Polish Jewry: “At this last moment before our 
death, we, the surviving remnant of the Polish Jews 
cry out to the world for rescue. We know that you 
sense the agony of our martyrdom but are powerless 
to help us. But we know also that there are those 
who might help if only they would. To them we say, 
For the blood of three million slaughtered, ven- 
geance will fall not only upon Hitler’s beasts but 
upon the indifferent who instead of action offered 
only words of sympathy.” 


The problem of European Jewry is not merely 
how to endure for the length of the war. The words 
I must say are bitter, but they are true. There are 
many who think that European Jewry will be safe 
everywhere after Hitler’s defeat. Many count con- 
fidently on returning even to Germany. They are 
living in illusion. For of all the devilish schemes of 
the devilish followers of Hitler, his campaign against 
the Jews has been most successful. Children have 
had implanted in their minds, and not only in Ger- 
many, a fairy story about Jews, in which every Jew 
is the bogeyman. They have been taught to search 
faces for a Jewish cast of features; to fear from all 
Jews treachery and deceit; to see in kindness offered 
by Jews only a hidden knife. You cannot argue, my 
friends, with fairy stories! The Hitler campaign 
against the Jews enters the realm of the subconscious. 
It makes the person innoculated, insusceptible of 
reasoning. It is enormously augmented by a sup- 
pressed sense of guilt. Do you think that men love 
those whom they have wronged? Never. The sense 
of their own guilt would be unbearable unless they 
could rationalize some justification for their beha- 
vior. It will take generations to wipe out of the sub- 
conscious minds of Europeans the sense of witchcraft, 
the dark fears, that have been implanted there. Even 
our victory will not make Europe a pleasant place for 
the Jews. Even outside Europe, yes even in America, 
the subtle poison, dropped day by day, in tiny doses 
has begun to take hold. 


The opponents of Zionism are hypocrites. They 
oppose the Jewish homeland on behalf of the Arabs. 
Very well, then. What Christian country, however 
underpopulated, is prepared to receive all who come? 
Will Canada— with a population of a mere ele- 
ven million, in a country that could support fifty mil- 
lion? Will Australia, with a population of seven 
million, in a country that could support thirty mil- 
lion? Will Brazil, larger than the entire United 
States, and greatly underpopulated? 
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Before this war, when it was possible to remove 
every Jew from Europe, the democratic nations held 
a conference in Evian, in France, to consider just 
this problem—of refuge for the German Jews 
thrown out of economic and social life by Hitler’s 
Nuremberg laws. Did the conference accomplish any- 
thing? Were the then mere hundreds of thousands 
of threatened Jews offered homes anywhere on the 
earth? The answer is No. Only driblets were al- 
lowed into any countries, and under the most care- 
ful restrictions. Nowhere were they welcomed. 
Everywhere they were merely tolerated—as a sop 
to the democratic conscience. 


The brutal truth is that the only spot on this 
whole immense earth where European Jewish re- 
fugees were and are received with open arms, and 
with acclaim; the only spot where they were re- 
ceived as assets, and not liabilities—is Palestine. 


There, the occasional ships which unloaded Jew- 
ish passengers at the wharves, however destitute 
those passengers may be, coming more likely than 
not with nothing but their bare hands and the cloth- 
ing in which they stand, are carried off the ships 
by dock hands; they are snatched from the decks! 
They are carried ashore with laughter and singing. 


* * ¥* 


And have they a right to be there? My friends, 
I shall not go into the historic bases of Zionism this 
evening. I shall not go into the promises of the Bal- 
four declaration, or into the ancient Jewish claims. 
All these thing are as familiar to you as to me. 
There is a far larger issue involved than the issue 
of Jewish colonization in Palestine, and a far larger 
issue than legal rights and political promises. The 
issue which is involved transcends the Jewish prob- 
lem. The issue lies in the answer to the most fun- 
damental question of human society; To whom, 
anyhow, does this earth belong? 


The great psalmist told us: “The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein.” The earth is a gift of na- 
ture to man. Man did not create it. The fertile 
soil and the food that grows upon it; the forests 
with their resources for building shelter; the rivers 
and seas, teeming with edible fish, the rocks with 
their previous minerals—all those are the free gifts 
of nature. They were here when man first stood up 
from all fours, and discovered that he had a brain 
and hands, and that with hands and brains he could 
continue and improve the original creations of na- 
ture. 


From immemorial time, it has been a law of hu- 
man progress, that these gifts of nature serve only 
those who serve them. Wherever men have colon- 
ized waste places, or colonized potentially rich but 
unused land in conformity with nature’s laws, great 
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civilizations have been built. The land that pre- 
viously supported savages, nomads or squatters in 
poverty, want, and fear, has blossomed and ex- 
panded and multiplied its fruits. So that where 
a dozen families once could dwell, a hundred could 
live, and five hundred, and a thousand. This is 
the law of progress and the growth of civilizations. 


There is also a law of the decline of civilizations. 
Where men have neglected land that once was fer- 
tile; or where they have exploited it in contradic- 
tion to the laws of nature, then where a thousand 
families once lived, only five hundred can subsist; 
where many hundreds only a hundred; and finally 
‘the desert returns, and its inhabitants are nomads, 
driving their flocks from oasis to oasis, and wander- 
ing over the desolations their forebears have cre- 
ated. 


Nature and human history recognize no legal 
titles to land in the long run. Nature and history do 
not accord to any race of people in the long run 
an eternal title to what they do not use. If his- 
tory did, there would be no British Commonwealth 
and there would be no North and South America. 
These great and prosperous new civilizations have 
been created by colonists, who left overcrowded 
areas where there was no land or work for them 
and found undeveloped land, and settled on it, and 
put their backs into it, and civilized it. 


Colonization and Imperialism are the opposite 
poles of man’s efforts for survival. Imperialism is 
the exploitation of other lands and other peoples 
for the increment of one’s own profit. The British, 
American, or French capitalist who erects a factory 
in India because raw materials are plentiful and 
cheap and labor cheaper than in Lancashire or New 
Hampshire, and who then sends the profits home, 
is dis-employing Englishmen and Americans and 
exploiting for his own personal and national pur- 
poses the lands and resources of others. The British 
or American company which seeks out and leases 
Near Eastern oil is adding the fees he pays to the 
pockets of Near Eastern potentates, but is drain- 
ing the oil, placed in the ground by nature, far from 
its sources, and using it for himself and his own 
national ends. 


But the colonist brings to a country his own 
hands, his own muscles, his own back, and his own 
capital. He ploughs it all into the country itself. 
He is not the exploiter; he is the enricher. 


* * * 


I have no patience with the argument that Pales- 
tine “belongs” to the Arabs, because they are the 
original settlers there, which by the way, is very du- 
bious. If Britain had tried to colonize North Amer- 
ica, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, or South 
Africa, on the basis of an immigration restricted to 
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a certain proportion of the native inhabitants they 
never would have been any United States or Bri- 
tish Commonwealth. Yet, today, though many decry 
the British Empire, none decry the Commonwealth. 
For there British colonists have been true creators. 
They have redeemed wildernesses and made them 
into homes for civilized men. They have enriched 
the world. 


If I try to delve into the basic causes for this 
terrible European eruption and for the Asiatic erup- 
tion as well, I come to one root cause: the over- 
crowding of populations in some parts of the earth, 
while others remain empty and barren. 


And unless in the rest of this century, we can be- 
gin new great movements of colonization—the ac- 
tual creation of new civilizations in the wasted and 
neglected portions of the earth—this explosion will 
go on exploding until the world is in ruins. 


The Near East was once a great center of civili- 
zation. Scattered over its deserts, and amongst its 
impoverished villages, are the ruins of ancient cities 
—rose-red cities, half as old as time—that testify 
through their broken arches and scraps of mosaic 
to the memory of a time when fruitful soil and brisk 
trade supported populous cities and lofty civiliza- 
tions. Then the cycle of decline began. And for 
centuries the Near East was a lost world, a land of 
eroded soil, sparse vegetation, undernourishment, 
disease, filth, degradation. 


Only in our own times could this land be re- 
deemed—and by the science of modern agriculture, 
and engineering. 

But in the whole Near East only one people have 
done it—and that is the Jews of Zion. Leave out 
of account the sentimental considerations that created 
the Zionist movement. Say, if you like, that it 
originated in a romantic dream. Dreams are judged 
by their fruits. It was not the quest for soil that 
drove the Puritans to New England but the per- 
secutions of the restoration after Cromwell. But it 
was their hands which built America’s most comely 
villages and cities; it was their hands which built the 
fastest ships on the seas of their times; which put 
cattle upon hills which were jungles; which laid 
stones on the bare earth surrounding harbors; which 
created life, order, civilizaton, law, education, and 
aspiration in the howling wilderness. And because 
of their pioneering work, millions of men, not of 
their religious belief and not of their race, have en- 
joyed the fruits of America! 


So it is with the Zionist Jews. They are taking 
nothing from the Arabs. They are giving the most 
essential thing there is to give to the whole Near 
Eastern world. For they are saving and re-creating 
the land—the work that is nearer to the work of 
God than any of which mankind is capable. When 
the first Jewish colonists entered Palestine, there 
were 600,000 Arabs living in it at a very low stan- 
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dard of living. Today there are 1,000,000 living 
there at a much higher sttandard of living. If all 
the Jews of Europe should settle in Palestine 
and its surroundings and do what the original stone- 
breakers and builders of the soil have done, there 
would not be fewer and poorer Arabs but more and 
richer Arabs in the Near East. For that is another 
law of the growth of the soil. People learn by ex- 
ample. When Peter the Great wished to civilize 
Russia, he went incognito throughout Europe. When 
he found a village where the people grew fine ve- 
getables, or forests where there were superior woods- 
men, or dairy communities where there were excep- 
tionally fine cattle, he offered them free land, tax 
free, and housing, and many advantages to trans- 
plant themselves intact to the Russian Empire. 
Then the peasants around their settlements watched 
and observed. First they watched with hostility. But 
as they gradually saw that their neighbors were rich, 
while they were poor, that their cattle lived, where- 
as theirs died, they copied them, and the pattern 
spread, until everyone was richer and more prospetr- 
ous and more civilized. 


* * * 


The earth belongs to its lovers and creators. That 
is the law of nature. The earth must be opened 
again to the children of men that they may serve 
the earth, and by serving it extend the, welfare of 
humanity. Far and above the Zionist experiment, 
of itself, this truth must be enunciated in behalf of 
the landless, the impoverished, the idle from the 
teeming centers of civilization. Palestine must be 
opened to the Jews in behalf of the peoples of Eur- 
ope, and in behalf of the peoples of the whole Near 
East. 


Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Vengeance for the persecuted Jews falls daily upon 
the cities of Germany, toppling its proud towers 
and great industry. Vengeance for the insult of Nazi- 
dom to mankind is inexorable, for they who take the 
sword shall perish by the sword. But vengeance will 
not save Jewry. Only the Lord of Creation will save 
Jewry, he who is the God of Love to those who keep 
His commandments. The Jews of Zion have kept 
His commandments. What indifference and waste 
have taken from His Earth they have replaced. 
What ignorance and greed have neglected, they have 
supplied. And as long as they keep on building; 
as long as the creative spirit moves them in their 
great trek toward Palestine, he who stands in the way 
is halting the whole progress of man into the only 
true liberation: Liberation is work, and sweat, for 
the building of new homes, new cities, new civili- 
zations, for and by the outcasts and the unwanted 
of the earth. 
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Letters from Poland 


The letters printed below were written on Novem- 
ber 15, 1943, in Warsaw. For obvious reasons, in 
translating, certain parts of the originals were 
omitted. 


To DR. IGNACY SCHWARZBART, London 
Dear Doctor: 


W: WRITE to you as the voice of the blood of 
tens of thousands of dying Jews. We are now 
living through the last act of our terrible tragedy. 
Nazi barbarians, faced with defeat, are slaughtering 
the pitiful remnants of the Jewish population. 

They began with the Lublin District, which lies 
closest to the receding battle front. In this district 
the Germans had concentrated a number of camps 
where 40,000 Jews barely existed—most of them 
from Warsaw and the District of Lublin. The lar- 
gest of these camps are: Trawniki (10,000), Pon- 
iatow (15,000). We were in constant touch with 
all those camps; we helped them as much as we 
could; we furnished them with money and arms. 

On Wednesday, November 3, 1943 at 6 A. M. 
all the men in Trawniki were called out for the 
alleged purpose of digging air-raid shelter trenches. 
After two hours they were surrounded by machine- 
gunners and all of them, without exception, were 
shot down. In the meantime 50 trucks drove into 
camp. All the remaining women and children were 
loaded on them and taken -to an extermination 
center, where they were forced to strip off their 
clothing and were then machine-gunned in the 
same fashion as the men. After this massacre, 
3,000 Italian Jews were brought to this camp and the 
same fate awaits them. 

A similar massacre took place in Lublin on Friday. 
Several thousand Jews were murdered there. At the 
same time a bloody “selection” took place in the camp 
at Poniatow. The greater majority of the camp in- 
habitants, almost all women and children, were sent 
to their deaths. 

During the first days of November, the Germans 
began liquidating the Jewish camps in the Second 
District, which is near the front, in Eastern Galicia. 
In one camp in Lwow, on Janowska Street, where 
there were approximately 7,000 Jews, the Germans 
“selected” 2,000 whom they murdered in bestial 
fashion at the execution-place, at Piaski Place. 

We have not the slightest doubt that within the 
next few days or weeks all the remaining Jewish 
centers, camps and the few existing ghettos will be 
effaced. 

We are now making desperate efforts to rescue 
outstanding individuals from the camps. This is, 
however, a monumental undertaking, involving 
great effort and money. We are convinced that 


within a very short time there will remain only 
those few score thousand Jews who are hiding out- 
side the ghettos and camps, either in the Aryan 
quarters or in the forests, where they live literally 
like cave-men. During their dying moments, the 
remnants of Jews in Poland cried out to the world, 
begging for help. 

We know that you are with us heart and soul 
and that you experience deeply our martyrdom, 
which is unexampled in history. We also know 
that you are powerless. But let those circles who 
could have helped us at least know what we think 
of them! 

The blood of 3,000,000 Polish Jews will call 
for revenge not only against the Nazi murderers, 
but against those indifferent elements who have 
contented themselves merely with words but have 
done nothing to rescue from the hands of the beasts 
a people doomed to extermination. This we, the 
last of the Jewish population, can never forget or 
forgive. 

May this—possibly the final cry from the depths 
—reach the ears of the world! 

We want all Jews, and the world at large, to 
know that our youth nobly defended the life and 
the honor of its people. Since the heroic epic of 
the Warsaw Ghetto we have, in recent months, 
written the great and glorious chapter of the Jews 
of Bialystok. This took place at the end of August. 
On August 17 began the liquidation of Bialystok, 
the only large ghetto in the East of Poland, where 
there were approximately 40,000 Jews. During the 
first three days of this action, 7 transports of victims 
were taken to the death-camp at Treblinka. In addi- 
tion, a passenger train, filled with children, left 
Bialystok. There were’ two Jewish nurses in each 
car. It is the general conviction that, before going 
to their deaths, these children were to furnish their 
blood for wounded German soldiers. On the fourth 
day of the action, the fight began. Bloody combats 
took place in a number of streets. Just as in War- 
saw, the Germans entered the ghetto in armored 
trucks and equipped with field artillery. They 
brought along about 1,000 gendarmes and SS-men 
and a number of Ukrainian detachments. 

The Jews retaliated mostly with grenades and 
incendiary bombs; they also had a few machine- 
guns. They fought with frantic determination which 
aroused the admiration of the population of the city 
and the district. Several hundred Germans and 
Ukrainians fell or were wounded during the battle. 

In order to crush the uprising the Germans did 
what they had done in Warsaw—they set the 
ghetto afire. The pitched battle lasted 8 days. 
But the Jewish resistance did not cease even then, 
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but lasted for another month, into the middle of 
September. The heroic battle in Bialystok will share 
its place in history with the resistance of Warsaw. 

During the last few months, the Jews have en- 
gaged in two other uprisings which were of great 
symbolic importance. They destroyed two exter- 
mination-centers—the death-camps at Treblinka 
(near Malkin) and Sobibor (in the District of 
Chelm-Lublin.) At both camps, the Jews who 
were awaiting death organized in fighting-“fives” 
and at a pre-arranged moment, launched their attack. 
Throwing themselves fiercely upon the German 
and Ukrainian guards, they disarmed and killed the 
majority of them, burned down the gas-chambers 
and the crematories and after having accomplished 
this, escaped to the neighboring forests. 

News of these heroic deeds flashed over the length 
and breadth of the country. 

But the Jews resisted not only in Warsaw, Bialy- 
stok, Treblinka, and Sobibor; similar organized up- 
risings took place in Czestochowa, Bendzin, Wilno, 
Tarnow, and in a number of smaller localities. 

The final liquidation of the ghetto of Tarnow 
took place on the Ist, 2nd and 3rd of September, 
1943. One hundred and fifty Jews at a time were 
loaded into freight-cars, the floors of which were 
covered with a layer of carbite and dry lime. The 
cars were then sealed, doused with water, and sent 
to destruction. All the children of the ghetto were 
concentrated in one building. They were told that 
they were to be taken away to a nursery. The build- 
ing was then hermetically sealed and blasted into 
the air. While the liquidation was going on, the 
Jews began an active resistance. The Germans 
used grenades and smashed the resistance. 

In the battles in the above mentioned cities, men 
of all ideological leanings fought together as com- 
rades—Hekhalutz youth, Hashomer Hatzair youth, 
Poale-Zionists and “Bundists”. They were bound by 
ties of death, not of life; they fought side by side for 
the honor and the glory of the Jewish people. 
Through the Jewish Fighting Organization, we 
worked for the organization and strengthening of 
the fight. 

Aside from this Jewish Fighting Organization, we 
have also concentrated our efforts on rendering as- 
sistance to the Jews who are still in camps or are 
hiding in Aryan quarters. We are trying to rescue 
important individuals from the camps; we have suc- 
ceeded in saving a number of leaders. 

We still maintain contact with the Jews in the 
camps through our emissaries, by whom we con- 
stantly send financial aid, etc. We distribute sub- 
stantial sums to Jews who are in hiding in Aryan 
quarters, provide them with documents and find 
them shelter (the most difficult task of all). We 
have managed to save a relatively large number 
of our leaders. 


The defense and relief work we conduct under 
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the most difficult conspiratorial conditions—always 
in terror of German retaliation which is applied 
against Poles as well as Jews; daily there are “seiz- 
ures” in the streets of Warsaw, where the pave- 
ments frequently run with the blood of Polish hos- 
tages. 

We are only a small group of workers left alive; 
we have made it our task, despite the incredible 
obstacles, to serve the remnants of our exhausted 
people. We are determined to fulfill this duty— 
regardless of hardship—to the last drop of our 
blood. 

We have been conducting our activities as the 
Jewish National Committee, for almost a year. 
The following parties and organizations are in- 
cluded in the Committee: General Zionists, Right 
Poale-Zion, Left Poale-Zion, Hekhalutz, Hashomer 
Hatzair, Dror, (Right Poale-Zion Youth), Akiba 
(General Zionist Youth) and Gordonia (Hitakhdut 
Youth Organization). The atmosphere obtaining 
in the Jewish National Committee is one of brotherly 
atid harmonious cooperation. The J. N. C. is in 
contact with the “Bund” with which it coordinates 
its work. The Jewish National Committee and the 
Bund established a Jewish Coordinating Committee. 
Neither the Jewish National Committee nor the 
Jewish Coordinating Committee is political in char- 
acter. The purpose of the J. C. C. is to coordinate 
all resistance and relief activities. It is the chief rep- 
resentative body of the surviving Jews in Poland. 
The main part of the practical work of this Com- 
mittee devolves upon us (The Jewish National 
Committee—Ed.). The Jewish National Committee 
actively participates in the work of the Relief Coun- 
cil for the Jews, under the auspices of the Delegate 
of the Polish Government. 

The Secretary of the Relief Council is the Jewish 
National Committee representative in the Council. 

Apart from these contacts, the Jewish National 
Council is in direct contact with the Department of 
National Minorities (also under the auspices of the 
Delegate of the Government) as well as the De- 
partment for Jewish Affairs established by the 
Commandment of the Military Forces in the country. 
A very warm and close relationship exists between 
the Jewish National Council and the representative 
of the Fighting Underground of Poland. 

In addition to its defense and relief work, the 
Jewish National Council is also engaged in collect- 
ing the most comprehensive material and documents 
relating to this unexampled martyrology of our 
people. 

Please convey our gratitude and greetings to the 
Jewish Agency, the Executive (of the Zionist Organ- 
ization—Ed. ) , the Committee for the Rescue of Jews 
and all friendly organizations of all leanings. 

The Jewish Fighting Organization of Poland 
greets all the Jewish soldiers, fighting for libera- 
tion all over the world, against Nazism and Fascism. 

JEWISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
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Official Communication from the 
Jewish National Committee 


' em EMISSARIES whom we sent to the camps 
in the Lublin District, to investigate the alarm- 
ing rumors we have been hearing, bring back hor- 
rible reports. In the two largest camps, Trawniki 
(10,000 Jews) and Poniatow (15,000), all the 
Jews have been massacred. 

Among those who were murdered were a number 
of Warsaw Jewish intellectuals, quite a large num- 
ber of political leaders of all ideologies and an 
especially large number of organized workers and 
labor-leaders. (To these camps had been deported, 
chiefly skilled workers and artisans.) We enumer- 
ate those who, in Trawniki and Poniatow, served 
their people tirelessly and were active in the branch- 
es of the Jewish Fighting Organization: 

In Poniatow: 

Melach Fajnkind, Commandant of local Jewish 
Fighting Unit (leader of the Left Poale- 
Zion ) 

Etkin, “Bund” 

Szmidt, Right Poale-Zion 

Hofman, “Bund” 

Przedecz, former City Councillor of Warsaw 
(Left Poale-Zion) 

Dr. Dobrin, General Zionist 

Tencet (Tencer?), former City Councillor of 
Kalisz (Left Poale-Zion) 

In Trawniki: 

Dr. Wlodzimierz Szyfrys, Commandant of local 
Jewish Fighting Unit (no party affiliation ) 

Advocate Dawid Szulman, Revisionist 

Malinowski, “Bund’”—leader of Trade-Unions, 
Lodz 

Advocate Abraham Witelson, General Zionist 

In Lublin: 

(In a number of camps), hermetically sealed 
to the outside world, there were—but are 
no longer living—among others, the follow- 
ing: 

Dr. Ignacy Schipper 

Alexander Zysze Frydman, Leader of Agudat 
Israel 

Dr. Tulo Nussenblatt, historian of the Zionist 
movement, biographer of Theodore Herzl 

I. Kirman, poet 

Docent Dr. Edmund Stein, well-known author- 
ity on Judaica 

Remba, active Zionist 

A Samberg, actor 

Mrs. I. Giterman, wife of the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee director (who was mur- 
dered in January) 

Luzer Stolar-Rychter, of the Left Poale-Zion 

A number of other active social workers, ar- 
tists and intellectuals 

The liquidation of the camps in the Lublin Dis- 
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trict is the beginning of the total extinction of all 

those Jewish camps still remaining in the country. 

This is the beginning of the end of all Polish Jewry. 
JEwisH NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


To: 
TABENKIN, YAARI, DOBKIN—General Fed- 


eration of Jewish Workers in Palestine: 
As we write you these lines, we doubt whether 
we will ever see you... . 
Our sufferings you can neither understand nor 
conceive. In order to understand them you, who 
are in London and Tel-Aviv, would have to be pos- 
sessed of diseased imaginations. All the centers 
of Jewish life have been erased from the earth. 
Their inhabitants met death in the torture-centers of 
Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec, and Oswiecim. 
In order that there may remain a memorial of 
those who died with weapons in hand, fighting 
against the enemy, we write you these lines about 
the last days of the Polish Hekhalutz and its youth 
organizations, Dror, Hashomer Hatzair, Akiba, and 
Gordonia. In great measure, the story of the Hekha- 
lutz in these last hours is the story of the Jewish 
Fighting Organization. At the beginning of the 
extermination action, hundreds of our organization 
cells existed in all the Jewish points of concentra- 
gM: . . 
The heroic and hopeless resistance of the Jew- 
ish Fighting Organizations (during the second de- 
portation action in January 1943 and especially 
during the last liquidation action in Warsaw, April, 
1943, and later during the liquidation actions in 
Bialystok and Wilno—which have become glorious 
legends in the history of our fight for freedom) 
was to a considerable degree made possible by our 
organization, which paid heavily with the blood and 
lives of almost all its members—leaders and soldiers 
in the fight. 
From Warsaw, we organized the Jewish Fighting 
Organization units in other cities. Our agents or- 
ganized the youth and fell, together with them, in 
the ensuing battles. The list we send you is that of 
only our central, active group which fell in the fight 
against the Occupants. .. . 
From Bialystok: 
Mordchaj Tenenbaum (Tamaroff) 
Cwi Mersyk 
Chanah Zelazna-Gora 
Cwi Rozental 
Cwi Bryndys 

From Wolyn: 
Edek Golowner 
Faja Fisz 
Szejndla Szwarc 
Rachel Fogelman 
Moniek Winnicki 
Nuta Slomnicki 





18 


Jehuda Glikman 
From Krakow: 

Dolek Liebeskind 

Laben Lejbowicz 

Szymek Drenger 

Icchok Symplak 


In Warsaw: 
Chancia Plotnicka 
Gerszuni Gedalia 
Joseph Kaplan 
Israel Zelcer 
Lutek Rotblat 
Mordchaj Anielewicz 
Laja Perelsztejn 
Berl Brojda 
Saul Dobuch 
Sznajderman 
Gutkowski 
Moniek Rengiewirz 
Chedwa Camereth 
Miriam Hajnsdorf 
Mira Fuerer 
Jehuda Wengrower 
Tosia Altman 
Arja Wilner 
Sara Szelubowska 
Szymon Heller 


This is not a complete list. Remember these 
names! 

To this very day, we work actively hand in hand 
with the Jewish National Committee and with the 
Jewish Coordinating Committee (Jewish National 
Committee plus the “Bund”), whose initiators and 
founders we were, for the purpose of the resistance 
and relief activities. ... 

As you read our letter, do not for a moment think 
that we are broken in spirit or have fallen victims to 
resignation. We regard our merciless doom with 
sober eyes. We know you have done everything 
possible to save us. We also know that you are 
helpless. It is easier for us to die, knowing that 
freedom will come to the world and believing that 
Palestine will become the Fatherland of the Jewish 
Nation. 

Yours, 





To: 
ZERUBAWEL, EREM, MULA (Leaders of the 
Left Poale-Zion in Palestine) Tel Aviv 


Dear Comrades: 


. . . We thank you for your assistance. We ac- 
tively participate in the resistance and relief work. 
We are active in the direction of the Jewish Na- 
tional Committee as well as in that of the Co- 
ordinating Committee of the Jewish National Com- 
mittee and the “Bund”. In our work, we are led 
by the ideals of our movement to which we feel 
bound in life and in death. Let us know what the 
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situation is in Palestine and how our movement 
develops in other countries. 

There are not many of us—the majority have 
perished. . . . The Germans are butchering all the 
remaining Jews in the camps which are completely 
isolated from the rest of the world. 

We believe in an imminent universal liberation 
—but few of us will live to see it. Tell the van- 
guard of the working masses of Palestine and the 
rest of the world that even now, in the shadow of 
death and destruction, we are fighting with them 
for national and social freedom. 


To: 
LOCKER, REISS, NEUSTADT 
London,—Tel Aviv 

Dear Friends: 

. . . We were greatly encouraged by the infor- 
mation about the development of Palestine, about 
the fighting of Jewish military units on all fronts, 
about the hopes for the imminent attainment of 
complete independence. May our dreams be real- 
ized in the not distant future, although this day 
will come too late—after the bloody loss of almost 
a third of our people. 

There are not many of us left. Almost all our 
active workers and leaders have perished. Among 
them were: Jochana Morgenstern, Radunski, Fiszel- 
zon, Litchtszejn, Advocate Katz, Sytner, Rachela 
Sztein and her husband, Engineer Feigenbaum, Dr. 
Schenker, Przepiorka, Gutkowski, Parzenczewski, 
Opoczynski, Hechtkopf, Majerowicz, Marek Folman, 
Laufer. 

Of those who still remain, a part are in camps 
and their fate is sealed... . 

The remaining handful of our people live in a 
constant nightmare, with the threat of death hang- 
ing over them. 

Every day that finds us still alive, we regard as 
pure chance. Death has become too casual a thing 
for us to fear it. The times in which we live today 
—against which Dante’s Inferno seems like a fairy- 
tale by comparison—have produced in us a new 
mentality, a new psychology. If anything can be 
be said to our credit it is that, despite what we are 
going through, we are strengthened in the moral 
resolve to go on with our work. The credit is not 
ours but belongs to those values which have imbued 
our very blood-stream. 

We greet you, chisku ve'imzu, all our brothers 
who are fighting and working for a better future 
in a liberated Palestine! 

In our abyss, we are strengthened by the thought 
and belief that you over there, through your in- 
defatigable work, are building our free, socialist 
Palestine. 





We greet Arieh (Tartakower) our comrades and 
all our friends. 
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Oil and Palestine 


by Marie Syrkin 


A NUMBER of factors were responsible for the 
postponement of action on the Palestine resolu- 
tion by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, but 
in the interplay of causes one influence received in- 
adequate public attention—the pressure of the oil 
interests. Among the possible titles for the drama 
enacted during the hearings of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, one might very well have been “Cheap 
Arabian Oil.” It would be an oversimplification of a 
complex problem to lay the whole onus on the con- 
ventional villain—the Oil Companies. However, it 
would be equally inaccurate to disregard the effect of 
their influence in shaping American policy toward 
the Jewish homeland. America’s long-standing sym- 
pathy for Zionism has just been boldly restated by 
President Roosevelt; yet, prudence demands that we 
have a clear understanding of the forces seeking to 
alter the traditional stand of the United States. 
Primarily, of course, the same influences which 
have affected the status of Zionism in Great Britain 
have been operative in this country. The deteriora- 
tion in the political and moral climate of our period 
could not be without effect in the United States. 
However, the recent hostility to Zionism, observable 
in some influential American circles, has no ideo- 
logical origin of any kind. The attempt to camou- 
flage a crass play for rich economic stakes with such 
phrases as “the rights of the Arabs” is not likely to 
deceive any one even slightly familiar with the 


situation. 
oe * * 


Between World War I and World War I, 
American oil interests discovered the extensive oil 
deposits of the Middle East. In the thirties, United 
States companies secured concessions in an area 
which is being currently hailed as the greatest 
potential oil producing zone in the world. During 
the years from 1933 to 1939, California Arabian 
Standard Oil Co. (a combination formed by Standard 
of California and Texas Company) secured a con- 
cession in Saudi Arabia covering an area one and a 
half times as large as California, 240,000 square 
miles of the country’s 800,000 square miles. Cali- 
fornia Arabian Standard Oil also owns a concession 
in the Bahrein Islands. The oil fields in the sultanate 
of Kuwait on the Persian Gulf are tapped equally by 
Gulf Oil and the British Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 

British oil companies had been the first to start the 
exploitation of the Middle East. Immediately after 
the close of World War I, the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 
began to operate in Iran. Later, British, French, 
Dutch and American interests (Standard of New 
Jersey and Socony) secured concessions in Iraq; but 
American companies had no significant share in the 


oil potentials of the Middle East till the recent lease 
of the rich oil-fields of Saudi-Arabia. At the present 
time, Britain has approximately 80% of the total oil 
production of the Middle East. California Arabian 
Standard’s coup in securing the Saudi-Arabian con- 
cession, against fierce competition by Italian, British, 
and German interests, may eventually alter these 
proportions appreciably. 

Until this recent venture into the Middle East, 
United States oil companies had been content with 
the exploitation of the vast oil resources of the 
Western Hemisphere. It must be borne in mind that 
the Gulf of Mexico and Carribean zones have till 
now produced over 70% of the world’s total oil out- 
put. According to figures of the Petroleum Admin- 
istrator for War, Mr. Harold Ickes, 95% of all the 
United Nations aviation gas comes from the United 
States. The development of the enormous, known 
oil reserves under the control of United States com- 
panies, both within the borders of the United States 
and in the Latin American regions, gave American 
oil interests the lion’s share in world oil. However, 
this share is now being represented as inadequate. 


What complicates the situation is that the United 
States government is for the first time indicating a 
desire to enter the scramble for oil directly. Secretary 
Harold Ickes (Petroleum Administrator of War) 
announced in a recent issue of the American Maga- 
zine that “The capital of the oil empire is on the 
move to the Middle East.” He also stated categori- 
cally: “Tell me the sort of agreement that the United 
Nations will reach with respect to the world’s petro- 
leum resources when the war is over, and I will 
undertake to analyze the durability of the peace that 
is to come.” But Ickes and President Roosevelt have 
warned the country that, at the present rate of con- 
sumption, the United States would soon run out of 
oil. Unless new fields were discovered, the United 
States might find itself an importer instead of an ex- 
porter of oil within another twenty years. Oil men 
reduce this figure to ten years. And the cry has arisen 
that we will not be able to “oil” another war. 

The immediate result of this fear has been the 
much discussed agreement between the Government 
and California Arabian Standard Oil Company, ac- 
cording to which the Petroleum Reserves Corpora- 
tion, a government agency, will start building a pipe- 
line across Arabia from the Persian Gulf to a Medit- 
erranean port. Both Alexandria and Haifa have been 
mentioned as possible terminals. The 1,200 mile 
crude oil pipe line would be built, owned, and main- 
tained by PRC. The cost to the Government would 
be between $130,000,000 and $165,000,000. Ac- 
cording to Secretary Ickes the entire amount plus 
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interest and a net profit would be reurned to the 
government within twenty-five years. The arrange- 
ments for the construction of the line provide for the 
establishment of a reserve of a billion barrels of oil 
to be available to the naval and military forces of the 
United States at a price of 25% below the market. 


* * * 


The pipe-line deal has precipitated a storm both in 
Congress and in the press. Many of the objections 
and counter-objections in regard to oil-output, price, 
the construction of refineries, and shipping present 
technical problems which can only be discussed com- 
petently by experts in the field. However, certain 
features emerge from the debate which are of general 
concern. 


The opposition to the Arabian pipe-line comes 
from several, wholly diverse, sources. The 55 oil 
companies not included in the deal with the govern- 
ment have attacked the project as bureaucratic, and 
as the entering wedge of government ownership. 
“Free enterprise” is allegedly threatened by the 
policies of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation. 
James A. Moffett, former executive vice-president of 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, has gone so far as to call 
the venture the “biggest scandal I’ve ever seen,” and 
to demand the ouster of Ickes. 


Some liberals, on the other hand, are alarmed by 
the “imperialistic” tendencies which the Arabian oil 
deal forebodes. The exploitation of the natural re- 
sources of a backward colonial country, the entangle- 
ment of the United States in the rapacious struggle 
for oil, seems to spell little hope for that new world 
order which was to emerge from the present conflict. 
Memories of American experience in Mexico, and 
knowledge of the explosive nature of the areas 
through which the pipe-line is to go, alarm many 
progressives who fear that military and naval com- 
mitments will follow upon the assumption of eco- 
nomic responsibilities by the Government. 


One can readily understand the outcry of oil 
interests who feel their profits threatened either by 
the prior success of a rival company, or by the distant 
specter of “government ownership.” As far as the 
liberal opposition is concerned, though the dangers 
of imperialistic exploitation may be conceded, it 
would seem the wiser course for the government 
rather than for private companies to control new oil 
resources, if those are required. The risks of military 
involvement exist wherever powerful American 
financial interests entrench themselves. Certainly, as 
far as larger national needs are concerned, govern- 
ment ownership might be viewed as a safeguard, 
provided the government pursues an enlightened 
domestic and foreign policy. If the acquisition of 
fresh oil resources is actually the urgent necessity 
that Ickes and Roosevelt have asserted, then such 
new developments should not remain the undisputed 
province of the big oil companies. 
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The United States, Great Britain, and Russia be- 
tween them control 95% of the world’s oil supply. 
The United States government, however, is at a dis- 
advantage in negotiations among the three powers, 
because while Russia owns its oil resources, and 
Great Britain controls the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com- 
pany, holding a majority of its stock, our government 
has no direct interest in any oil resources. Through 
PRC, the Government attempted to buy a part 
interest in the oil concession in Saudi-Arabia. The 
pipe-line deal was negotiated only after the failure of 
the United States government to secure partial own- 
ership in the oil holdings of California Arabian 
Standard. 


International agreements among the United 
Nations in regard to fair access to the raw resources 
of the world, particularly a resource so vital to 
modern economy as petroleum, are more promising 
for world peace than either the unbridled competi- 
tion of rival British and American private companies 
or the emergence of predatory and powerful cartels. 
It is true that the government venture in the Middle 
East indicates a change in foreign policy, but such a 
change would in any case be inevitable as soon as 
American capital began to invest heavily in the 
Middle East. The question at issue is whether the 
government should act as a curb upon the oil 
interests, or whether it should become subservient to 


them. 
* * * 


In the question of Palestine, one can see the im- 
mediate impact of the oil interests upon a State De- 
partment whose policies, in every part of the globe, 
have been consistently timid, short-sighted, and il- 
liberal. It has been common knowledge for several 
years that American oil companies looked with dis- 
favor upon America’s traditional sympathy for Zion- 
ism. As soon as the play for oi] stakes in the Middle 
East began, representatives of American companies 
began openly to deplore any manifestation of Amer- 
ican interest in the Jewish National Home. The 
reasoning behind these objections was simple and 
primitive. Let Zionism be Great Britain’s headache. 
Americans, on the other hand, could pose as disinter- 
ested parties and consequently get concessions and 
privileges more readily, having no “political” in- 
volvements. The wooing of Ibn-Saud was accom- 
panied by an energetic anti-Zionist barrage in the 
American press. When last August, Representative 
Celler threatened to seek a Congressional investiga- 
tion of certain State Department employees who 
were opposing Palestine as a haven for Jews, he 
chose Brigadier General Patrick Hurley, special en- 
voy to the Middle East who has been engaged in 
negotiations for the Saudi-Arabian pipe-line, for par- 
ticular mention. Of Hurley, Celler said: “Hurley has 
been wined and dined by the self-alleged friend of 
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the Allies, King Ibn Saud, and has contracted thereby 
a severe case of myopia, capable of focusing his 
vision in the one direction only as indicated by his 
host.” 

The culmination of the anti-Zionist campaign 
staged by the oil interests came when, as is reliably 
reported, Brigadier General Hurley urged General 
Marshall to oppose the passage of the Palestine 
resolution, because the favorable action by the Sen- 
ate would be bad for “oil.” It was only after this in- 
tervention that General Marshall appeared before 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with his re- 
quest that action be postponed “for military reasons.” 

Under the cloak of “military expediency” the State 
Department has engineered such singular enterprises 
as the deals with Franco in Spain, Peyrouton in 
North Africa, and Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel in 
Italy. Now comes the courting of Ibn Saud in Saudi 
Arabia. To date, our alliances with reactionary rather 
than progressive forces have afforded dubious bene- 
fits. It is hardly necessary to rehearse the dismal his- 
tory of error which has marked our “appeasement” 
endeavors. In no case have our sacrifices of principle 
proven so brilliantly “expedient” as to justify them- 
selves on the grounds of immediate, even if tempor- 
ary, advantage. 

In the case of the attempted betrayal of the Jewish 
cause in Palestine, the same pattern reveals itself. 
The oil companies wish to be able to exploit their 
rich concessions with cheap and tractable Arab labor. 
If an absolute despot like Ibn Saud, ruling over a 
feudal, backward area, will be kept in better humor 
through the suppression of the Jewish National 
Home, the well-worn argument of “military expe- 
diency” comes into play again. 

How much substance is there actually to the “mili- 
tary expediency” bugaboo? Even if we disregard 
questions of abstract principle such as the pledge to 
the Jewish people and the justice of Zionism, the 
argument of military “necessity” has little to recom- 
mend it—particularly when one bears in mind that 
the “expediency” boils down to oil for California 
Arabian Standard. 

World War II has vividly demonstrated Britain’s 
need of a friendly bastion to guard the Suez Canal 
and to defend Egypt—the thesis which underlay the 
issuance of the Balfour Declaration. It has also 
demonstrated how reliably the Arabs could be count- 
ed on to supply this need. The original pro-fascist 
orientation of the Arab rulers veered toward the 
democracies only with the decline of Germany’s for- 
tunes. It was not Arabs who volunteered to fight 
Rommel, and it was not Arabs who guarded the pre- 
cious British pipe-line from Mosul to Haifa. It was 
the Jews of Palestine. The services of Jewish Pales- 
tinians were limited only by their numbers. Had 
there been three times as many Jews in Palestine, 
there would have been three times as many volun- 
teers for the Allied cause. A larger Palestine would 
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have proven an even richer reservoir of skilled and 
devoted man power. To make such a Palestine pos- 
sible, instead of seeking to suppress its growth, would 
have been true “realism.” 

* * * 

Now, in the midst of World War II, we are again 
engulfed in the unrealities of Realpolitik. We may 
admit at once that the mighty oil monopolies are not 
concerned with the development of progressive civi- 
lization in the feudal Middle East. Exploited Arab 
labor in Saudi-Arabia is likely to be infected by the 
example of the higher standard of living of Jewish 
and Arab workers in Palestine. Enlightened social 
legislation in Palestine is bound to make its impact 
felt throughout the Arab peninsula. It is clear also 
that those who envisage the present war as merely 
another reshuffling of the balance of power and are 
indifferent to the character of the post-war world set 
up by the victors, will tend to align themselves with 
reactionary forces in the Middle East. It is for them 
the obvious course to take—as obvious (and as fal- 
lacious) in Asia as in Africa, Europe, or South 
America. 


But in the undeclared civil war which in every 
country today cuts across the declared national war, 
those who have not resigned themselves to surrend- 
ering the larger hopes for which this conflict is being 
so bitterly fought, cannot afford to watch the spec- 
tacle surrounding the attack on the Jewish Home- 
land with indifference. 

The constructive impulses which will make for 
enlightenment, for progress in the Middle East re- 
side in Jewish Palestine. In agriculture, in industry, 
in technology, in science, and in social concepts, Jew- 
ish pioneering has meant new life for slumbering 
and denuded lands. No sound world order can be 
built which seeks to bolster up a primitive, feudal 
society in the Middle East—an anachronism in the 
modern world—instead of seeking to strengthen the 
new currents which flow from Jewish Palestine. 


It is expected that conversations in regard to the 
allocation of natural resources such as oil will soon 
take place between Great Britain, Russia and the 
United States. The spirit which will animate these 
negotiations will determine whether the peace of the 
world is to be again rent by a struggle for raw mater- 
ials or whether a genuine system of economic coop- 
eration and collective security will be evolved. In 
the course of these conversations, the fate of Pales- 
tine may be touched upon. Palestine is a small land, 
and the Jews are a numerically small people, but in 
the answer which the United Nations will give to 
this question will be involved the answer to questions 
that loom larger. We can return to the economic, 
the political, and the international chaos which led 
us to the world’s present agony. Or we can choose 
the path of fundamental and imaginative solutions 
—Palestine is one of the milestones. 
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Report on a Revolution 


by Joshua Trachtenberg 


O NLY a few years ago, cynics scoffed at the sug- 
gestion that the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds might in time develop into a 
really representative body, speaking for democratic- 
ally organized Jewish communities in America. Yet, 
even then it was apparent that the democratic forces 
which were transforming local community organiza- 
tion must ultimately work a revolution within the 
Council, and transform it, too, from a union of fund- 
raising and social service agencies into a national 
union of communities. Definite signs that such a de- 
velopment is now under way were the most striking 
feature of the recent Assembly of the Council at 
Pittsburgh. New emphasis were unmistakably mani- 
fest at this Assembly, and the Council leadership 
showed itself alive to the change and ready to move 
with the shifting tide. The Community—I mean the 
Community, and not the fractional agency which 
until now Council circles disingenously professed to 
equate with the community—suddenly came into its 
own. 

Does this sound over-exuberant? For one accus- 
tomed to the sedately professional concentration on 
philanthropic and social service activities character- 
istic of the annual Assembly, the sudden discovery of 
the Community, underscored in every phase of the 
discussions, was nothing short of startling. The tradi- 
tional sessions devoted to fund-raising, budgeting, 
and social service, were marked by a strong interest 
in the broad communal aspects of such activities. It 
was passing strange, indeed, to hear old-line protag- 
onists of the federations and welfare funds arguing 
that these agencies must broaden both their commu- 
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nal base and their program, and that they must adopt 
a community point of view. “Democracy” achieved a 
real vogue, cropping up unexpectedly all over the 
place—so much so that a pathetic dread of the “dic- 
tatorship of the majority” made itself heard. The 
Council (old-style) was on the defensive, and un- 
comfortable in the role. A perfervid apologia for the 
welfare fund—“it is representative; though, if you 
insist, responsibility could be more widely shared; 
but you can carry this democracy business too far, 
and anyway it raises the money, doesn’t it?” —sound- 
ed odd indeed in these surroundings. 

The development of the democratic Jewish com- 
munity is undoubtedly making itself felt. The broad, 
popular aims which characterize the rising, new, 
Community Council movement, with its democratic 
vocabulary and structure, its wide interests and func- 
tions, are upsetting the easy assurance and authority 
with which the Council of Welfare Funds has been 
accustomed to regard the American Jewish scene, as 
from on high. The growing number of Community 
Councils enrolled in the Council of Welfare Funds, 
as well as the gradual transformation, under public 
pressure, of the federations and welfare funds them- 
selves into representative councils, in fact if not in 
name, is the source of this uneasy change. At this 
Assembly, the Community Council was for the first 
time formally recognized, though it was cautiously 
linked with the federation and welfare fund; and a 
full-day session was devoted to the problems of “cen- 
tralized community organization.” One can ask for 
no more telling sign of the times than the statement 
of Mr. Harry L. Lurie, Executive Director of the 
Council of Welfare Funds: “For effective results the 
local Jewish community must be organized on the 
widest possible basis of individual and group repre- 
sentation. Democratic procedure is the essence of all 
forms of voluntary organization.” 


* * * 


All this is by no means academic, in view of sev- 
eral very significant steps taken by the Assembly. 
Their full import emerges only from an appreciation 
of the growing strength of the communities on the 
national Jewish scene. Pressure for a working union 
of the national “civic-defense” agencies engaged in 
“combating anti-Semitism” (the American Jewish 
Committee, the American Jewish Congress, the Anti- 
Defamation League, and the Jewish Labor Commit- 
tee) has come primarily from the local communities, 
impelled not only by the logic of the demand but 
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also by their instructive experience of communal co- 
operation in dealing with this problem. “Public re- 
lations” is one of the major fields in which “centrali- 
zation,” that is, democratic unity, has been success- 
fully achieved locally. The refusal of the national 
agencies to abide by the often and strongly expressed 
desire of American Jewry for a similar national set- 
up has been a gratuitous affront which the commu- 
nities deeply resented, without quite knowing what 
to do about it. The temper of the communities—and 
their changing relation to national organizations—is 
clearly manifest from the widespread support given 
at this Assembly to a proposal which in former years 
fell on deaf ears: namely, that local allocations be 
withheld from the civic-defense agencies if they per- 
sisted in their disdain of the public will. Despite the 
fear of the national organizations, all of them and 
not only the agencies directly involved, that such a 
step might establish a “dangerous” precedent in com- 
munal control over their activities, and their open 
hostility to such a possibility, the communities for 
their part have gradually come to recognize that 
fund-raising cannot be divorced from policy-making, 
and that the allocation of money carries with it a cer- 
tain responsibility for the way in which it is ex- 
pended. The anomaly of handing out funds to or- 
ganizations, while decrying the way in which they 
use them, has become too striking for even the most 
conservative to stomach. 


Therefore, when the representatives of the Anti- 
Defamation League and the American Jewish Com- 
mittee came to this Assembly prepared to tell the 
delegates to mind their own business, they were met 
with a storm of censure which virtually bowled them 
over. So much out of touch have they been with the 
communities, that they apparently felt they could 
still get away with their arrogant refusal to heed the 
popular will. But the universal disappointment and 
disgust with the anarchic position of these agencies 
in attacking a problem of paramount importance to 
American Jewry, emphasized not only at previous 
Assemblies but at the American Jewish Conference 
last fall, finally burst forth so vehemently that Mr. 
Henry Monsky and Judge Joseph Proskauer, though 
they had privately let it be known that they could 
manage well enough without community allocations, 
could not risk community disapproval along with the 
cutting-off of their funds. The decision to accept an 
Advisory Council of community representatives for 
consultation on matters of policy was, therefore, not 
an act of free choice on their part. When Mr. Mon- 
sky tentatively advanced the suggestion that some 
such measure might be acceptable, he did so evident- 
ly in recognition that anything less would bring 
about a devastating communal revolt. 


How far-reaching this measure will prove in its 
effects is, of course, anybody’s guess. It was clearly a 
case of a shadowy half-loaf being momentarily bet- 
ter than an all-out battle for the substantial whole 
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loaf. The Assembly was so eager to take at least this 
small step forward, that it was difficult to voice open 
disapproval; yet, there was a strong under-current of 
skepticism. For one thing, the civic-defense agencies 
had shown themselves so unresponsive in the past 
that their sudden conversion was in itself a source of 
doubt. After all, it is clearly enough understood gen- 
erally that the real obstacle to effective collaboration 
among the national agencies has been not so much 
difference in policy, real though this may be, but 
each one’s fear of submerging its identity in an over- 
all organization. 

Moreover, the insistence by both Monsky and 
Proskauer that the terms of the understanding cover- 
ing the Advisory Council be general, and that all 
“technicalities” be omitted, also left ample room for 
skepticism as to their motives. These “technicalities,” 
proposed both from the floor and by the president of 
the Council, sought to define clearly the authority of 
the Advisory Council and to strengthen the hand of 
community representatives in determining not alone 
policy but the way in which policy is executed. When 
lawyers self-righteously condemn “technicalities” as 
laymen’s vagaries, the laymen may well be startled. 
The appeal to trust in the good faith of these agencies 
was accepted as among gentlemen, but under the sur- 
face there was more than a little doubt as to whether 
the proposed “technicalities” might not be a more 
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effective way of assuring cooperation and over-all 
unity. 

The arrangement is admittedly a weak one. With 
unified fund raising and decisive control over policy 
and program excluded from the purview of the Ad- 
visory Council, there seems little reason to repose 
much confidence in it. But it has one unprecedented 
element of strength. This is no longer an agreement 
among the national agencies, like the impotent Gen- 
eral Jewish Council, but between them and the com- 
munities. The distribution of votes, giving the 
majority to the communities, and the adherence 
without reservation of the American Jewish Con- 
gress and the Jewish Labor Committee, give promise 
that a strong bloc, with the power to get things done, 
may yet emerge. And if, as may well turn out, the 
calculated ambiguity of the agreement renders even 
the strongest bloc powerless, the presence of commu- 
nity representatives creates a new situation. For the 
first time the communities will be able to judge from 
the inside, and to lay blame publicly where it belongs 
for any failure of the agencies to achieve unity. As 
one delegate pointedly warned, from now on the 
agencies operate “in a goldfish bowl,” with all their 
activities clearly exposed to public view. The com- 
munities are in the mood to exact a strict accounting. 
Should this agreement prove only another blind, 
behind which the agencies will continue their anar- 
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chic and often conflicting activities, we may expect 
that the next Assembly, increasingly representative 
of an aroused public opinion, will no longer be con- 
tent with good faith alone, but will resort to “tech- 
nicalities’ of a far more severe nature than those 
proposed at this session. In the meantime we must 
keep our fingers crossed and wait to see what good 
faith alone will produce. 


The re-emergence of the proposal that a national 
commission draw up advisory budgets to guide the 
allocation of welfare funds by local communities was 
another significant straw in the wind. Its defeat 
several years ago was more a vote of lack of confi- 
dence in the Council leadership and its presumed 
policy than a rejection of the plan itself. For national 
budgeting of an advisory character is in the cards: 
the communities want and need it, and sooner or 
later they will have it. Budgeting local funds for 
non-local needs is an increasingly complicated and 
difficult task. Few communities, particularly among 
the smaller ones, are in a position to assess objectively 
the countless requests for contributions that pour in. 
It is a mark of a growing sense of responsibility that 
they are no longer content to allocate public funds 
haphazardly. They want expert and unprejudiced 
advice, which can serve as a basis for more “scien- 
tific’ budgeting. What prevented the adoption of 
this program previously was the fear of many com- 
munities and of a number of national agencies that 
“advice” emanating from the Council might not be 
“unprejudiced.” Justified or not, this impression 
arose from the restricted area of Jewish interest and 
activity which the Council represented. Nothing 
more was done at this Assembly than to instruct the 
officers of the Council to bring in a report next year, 
and thus to reopen the question. Its reception will 
hinge again, as in the past, on the confidence that 
may be reposed in the Council’s judgment. Though 
there was no public discussion, privately expressed 
opinion made it clear that the community represen- 
tatives are determined to avoid another acrimonious 
controversy in the only way possible—by “taking 
over” the Council and ensuring that the broadest 
cross-section of the Jewish public has a voice in what- 
ever budgeting “advice” may be issued. Perhaps it is 
presumptuous to assume that this can—or need— 
be done. But it indicates a change of spirit which 
the Council leadership cannot safely ignore. 


Another action taken at the Assembly possesses 
similar significance. The Council has always con- 
scientiously avoided controversial issues; as a union 
of federations and welfare funds, it has studiously 
refrained from expressing itself on questions of broad 
public concern. At this Assembly for the first time 
in its history the Council adopted a resolution which 
marks a definite break with this tradition. In pro- 
posing the resolution condemning the White Paper 
on Palestine, the Board of Directors acted not en- 
tirely of their own volition, for they would still have 
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preferred to keep their skirts clear of such an issue. 
Not that the White Paper is any longer a matter of 
controversy in Jewish opinion, but taking a stand 
bore far-reaching implications for the future of the 
Council. Yet their awareness that failure to do so 
would be of no use, and that such a resolution would 
be forced upon them from the floor led them to the 
statesmanlike decision to take the initiative. The 
adoption of this resolution by acclaim was further 
proof, if any were needed, of the emergence of a new 
force in the affairs of the Council. The communities 
are coming into their own and transforming the 
Council into a really representative body. How far 
this process will be permitted to go, the future alone 
will tell. But that it is under way, and that the Coun- 
cil is aware of it and is trimming its sails before the 
wind of necessity, the Assembly made more than 
apparent. 
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Sweet Ecstasy of Death 


K ARL KAUTSKY, the great exponent of Marx- 
ism, once took up the cudgels on behalf of the 
Jews, to answer certain uncomplimentary assertions 
made by Werner Sombart, in his famous work Jews 
and Modern Capitalism. In an article entitled “Race 
and Judaism” published in 1915 in Die Neue Zeit, 
Kautsky, paying us many compliments, assured us 
that our historic martyrdom was bound to come to 
an end as mankind progressed towards a better future. 
That end, as he sees it, is Nirvana. Israel will find 
its salvation by dissolving like sugar in a cup of tea. 
“Once lawlessness and persecution of the Jews 
have ended,” the Marxist prophet comforts our peo- 
ple, “they will then of themselves cease to exist as 
an entity. ... We shall not be able to say that we 
have passed out of the Middle Ages as long as Jud- 
aism exists in our midst. To the extent that Judaism 
begins to disappear both the world and the Jews will 
be the better. The result will be the rise of a higher 
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Notes on the Melting Pot 


by Hayim Greenberg 


type of human being. Ahasuerus, the wandering 
Jew, will at last have found his paradise of rest. He 
will live on in the memory of humanity as the great- 
est martyr of history, as one whose reward at the 
hands of mankind for all the blessings he bestowed 
upon it had been brutality.” 

Kautsky was incomparably kinder to the Jews than 
Karl Marx, for whom Judaism was synonymous with 
social corruption and evil. And yet the only solace 
that he could offer us was the promise of ex- 
tinction, and in later generations, encomiums in 
history-books. Banish all your cares about the future, 
O, poor, suffering men; rest assured that you shall 
some day have an elaborate funeral,—or at least, I 
can certainly vouch for a monument of finest marble, 
with a poetic epitaph inscribed in gold. 

Kautsky’s “philosemitic” treatise came to mind, 
when I recently read a review by Pearl Buck of a 
two-volume book on the Jews of China published 
by the University of Toronto. In the few paragraphs 
she wrote on the work in a monthly magazine, Miss 
Buck, though disclaiming any special knowledge in 
that field, does arrive at certain general conclusions 
about the Jews and sees a lesson in the fact that 
China today has no Jews and no Jewish problem. 
The large Jewish community which once lived in 
China is now almost completely extinct, not because 
it has been physically exterminated in the European 
fashion, but because China has been more humane 
and more tolerant than the Christian nations of the 
West. The Chinese did not persecute the Jews; so 
the Jews, of their own free will, became submerged, 
not only culturally, but also socially and biologically. 

Pearl Buck, a great admirer of Chinese civilization, 
believes that America ought to learn from that 
experiment with the Jews in the great country of 
the Mongols. Let Americans desist from discriminat- 


| 
THE NATIONAL | 


CASH REGISTER 
COMPANY | 














40 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 




















I| 























APRIL, 1944 


ing against Jews, and the Jews will of themselves 
dissolve as an ethnic group, leaving no traces behind 
them. 

The greatest ideal which a certain type of liberal- 
ism holds out for us is still one of painless death. 


America, Diaspora Felix 


Nowadays, there are even some Zionists among 
my acquaintances who object to the inclusion of 
America in the Galut. They are shocked to hear 
that term, which means exile, applied to American 
Jewry. To put God’s country on the map of Jewish 
homelessness, they argue, is an insult to America 
and a misrepresentation of the position of American 
Jewry. It is true that Polish Jews live (or rather 
lived) in Galut, and the same is true of Hungarian, 
Rumanian, German, and other Jews; and when no 
one is around, they will even admit that Soviet 
Russia lies in the Galut zone, but not the United 
States. Latterly they have been using a special term 
to designate the, shall we say, socio-political char- 
acter of America in relation to the Jews. By the 
grace of God and George Washington, we, the Jews 
of America, are said to be living not in Galut, but 
in Tefutza. This Hebrew term, denoting dispersion, 
is pronounced in such accents as to carry overtones 
of meaning like expansion, growth, and prosperity. 


The Italian who sells newspapers in my neighbor- 
hood is, naturally, uninformed about this disputation 


27 


among Jewish intellectuals. He may or may not look 
upon himself as an exile from Italy, and nostalgia 
for his Sicilian village may or may not be strong; but 
he lives in America and knows that his Jewish cus- 
tomers ought to be treated with proper “delicacy.” 
When a man buys an English and a Jewish news- 
paper from him, the vendor, scrupulously observing 
the ethics of his profession, will quickly wrap the 
Jewish paper inside the English, making the former 
invisible, and so, inoffensive to the eye. 


The other day his thirteen-year old boy sold me my 
bundle of papers. But he placed them in such a 
manner that the Times and the Herald Tribune were 
hidden inside the Forward and the Morning Journal. 
The father quickly noticed the offense and, furiously 
snatching the papers away from the boy, re-arranged 
them in the proper way for the “convenience” of his 
customer. At the same time he explained to the lad 
that such a one as he, the offspring of a female 
canine, far from being of any benefit to the business, 
was merely an affliction on one’s anatomy. Clearly 
the Italian who sells newspapers in my neighbor- 
hood operates on the theory that American Jews live 
in Galut. 


Some time ago a well-known United States judge 
tried to expound to me the theory of Tefutza, or 
Felicitous Dispersion. I answered nothing. Con- 
genital inertia prevented me from engaging in 
polemics on an over-discussed subject. But if one 
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could debate by proxy, I should gladly delegate the 
newsman in my neighborhood to dispute with the 
judge. He does not see well when it comes to the 
printed page (even in his native Italian), but in 
other respects he is not blind at all. 

In fact, he is quite perspicacious. 


* * * 


“Chulemos” 


The Greek restaurant-owner in Atlantic City sat 
at my table, watching with hospitable pleasure while 
I drank the small cup of Turkish coffee and nibbled 
my rahat-lukum. The bridge between us was a gas- 
tfonomic one. In America, he said, he seldom meets 
a real “connoisseur.” When he heard that I was 
ready at any time for a dish of Greek “tuffteli,” 
he beamed even more: he felt in me a man after his 
own heart. Twffteli was not a small matter. . . . His 
mother was once a cook for Venizelos, who could not 
find enough words to praise her art in making tuffteli. 
If I only should come to visit him at his home, he 
would show me, on the wall, a picture of Venizelos 
with an inscription, a present his mother had once 
received from her great master. . . . 


I thought of the large placards I saw three years 
ago in New Orleans, with its shabby imitation of 
Parisian gaiety: “Get Americanized—Drink Coca- 
Cola.” And I asked my host whether he had not 
in all these years accustomed himself to Ameri- 
can food. No, he said, he could not get used 
to them at all. “Their” dishes have no taste and 
“their” drinks make one sick. He adds that even his 
children cannot take “their” stuff. 


I ask him what he means when he calls his chil- 
dren “Americanized”: don’t they feel any longer that 
they are Greek? My host thought for a moment, 
looking far away with his sad, Mediterranean eyes 
into the invisible distances, and he heaved a quiet, 
deep sigh: 

“My children, dear friend, are chulemos.” 


That was farther than my erudition in modern 
Greek could go. I asked him the meaning of the word 
chulemos. It turned out that in the mountainous re- 
gion of Greece from which he hails, the peasants use 
such an expression for ducklings hatched by hens from 
ducks’ eggs. They are your own, it would seem, yet 
they are strangers to you and sometimes they are 
downright distasteful. 


“What is going to become of them I don’t know. 
There are many times when I get a gnawing feeling 
at my heart, so that I would readily leave everything 
here and run away with my wife and children back 
to Greece or to Macedonia. Let them grow up to be 
shepherds or swineherds and go around in rags, as 
long as they are merry and there is some fun in their 
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life. All week, things are not so bad. I am busy, they 
are busy at school, and the time passes. But when 
Sunday comes, they don’t know what to do with 
themselves. Especially the oldest son; he is sixteen 
years old. The younger ones we take along to church 
every Sunday morning. We have a place of worship 
of our own here. It’s a small building, but neat and 
pretty, with a few beautiful icons that were once 
brought from Constantinople. We beg our eldest 
boy to come along with us, but it’s years now since 
we have been able to induce him to come. He says 
he is bored, why should he sit there and yawn? You 
see, our prayers are all in Greek and the priest insists 
on preaching in Greek, and my Theodoros has for- 
gotten how to speak his mother tongue, and he can’t 
read the prayer-book either. It hurts me. So while 
we are at church he loafs on the boardwalk all by 
himself. . . . My mind is not at ease: what’s going 
to happen to him when he grows up? And what's 
going to become of the younger ones? Without 
God, without religion, without a basilica—you 
know how many gangsters have grown up in Amer- 
ica on account of that. . . . So one day I took heart 
and said to my Theodoros: ‘I'll tell you what, my son. 
Here, only two or three blocks away from us there 
is another church, a Presbyterian one. I don’t know 
what that means, but, after all, they too are Chris- 
tians, they believe in God and pray to Him and read 
out of the Scriptures. Go over there,’ I said, ‘every- 
thing there is in English, you won’t be bored.’ So 
he listened to me and next Sunday he went to the 
Presbyterians. He came back cheerful and in high 
spirits, he even brought home a tune from there— 
some old English hymn, I think it was. So I think 
to myself—all right, let it be that way, even if it is 
not our own, as long as he does not grow up without 
a faith and a church, like wild nettle in the field. 
But the Sunday after, he came back home upset and 
irritated. . . . He would not eat, and lay down to 
sleep in the middle of the day. No matter how much 
we kept asking him, it did no good: he was as mute 
as the wall. Not till evening did we manage to get a 
few words out of him, which I can’t make out to this 
day: I don’t belong. .. . The devil knows what that 
means. No matter how many times we ask him to 
tell us what happened to him in Church, all we get 
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out of him is, ‘I don’t belong, that’s all’. 


The two of us were silent for a few minutes. The 
restaurant owner, after one of those coughs which 
help one to overcome hesitation, quietly asked me: 
“And how is it with you, the Jews?” 


It is of little importance what I replied. It was 
commonplace. 

On the way to my hotel I thought only of one 
thing: 

“What would be the Jewish equivalent of 
chulemos?” 
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Springfield—The Town that Fights 


ROM COAST to coast the terror struck. 


In New York, hoodlums slashed 
the face of a fourteen-year-old Jew- 
ish boy. Vandals smashed the win- 
dows of a parochial school and paint- 
ed swastikas on its roof. In Boston, Chi- 
cago, Bridgeport, gangs broke Jewish 
shop windows, desecrated synagogues 
and cemeteries, beat Jewish children 
and old women. In Detroit whites and 
Negroes fought each other in the 
streets. In Los Angeles service men 
beat up Mexican zootsuiters. 

Thus, while our armies gathered 
strength to rid the globe of the dis- 
ease of fascism, it broke out with 
shocking virulence on the home front. 

Many civic leaders and responsible 
authorities agreed that these episodes 
and countless others like them would 
cease to exist if they were politely 
ignored. Only a few far-seeing jour- 
nalists had the courage to expose the 
incidents, showing them as danger- 


Intolerance 
by Mary Mix 


ous threats to our most cherished dem- 
ocratic ideals. 

But a modest, matter-of-fact pro- 
fessor—Dr. Clyde R. Miller of Col- 
umbia University—had already for- 
seen that publicity would not be 
enough. 

“You can’t combat intolerance by 
preaching or exhortation, any more 
than you can combat small pox by 
saying that it is bad” Miller had told 
his friends when he returned from 
spending two fateful years, 1932 to 
1944, in Germany. Here he had seen 
at first-hand the frightening results 
of racialist thinking, as it spread from 
press and soap-box to infect the 
entire population. When his own 
country began to exhibit the same 
symptoms, Miller determined to do 
something about it. The result was 
the “Springfield Plan,” a realistic pro- 
gram which has been fighting intol- 


erance in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
since 1940. 


Miller recalled that economists 
Robert and Helen Lynd had dissected 
a typical American city in their book 
“Middletown.” “Why not analyze a 
town the way they did and go a step 
further—really do something about 
its faults?” he reasoned. The National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
gave him their blessing, and Miller 
started shopping around for the right 
town. Springfield got the nod. 


Miller picked Springfield becase it 
was a typical conservative community, 
complete with social cliques, religious 
antagonisms, and anti-Semitism. Forty 
per cent of its population of 150,000 
were old-line Yankees — Protestant 
and cocky. Fifty-six per cent were 
“furriners” of Irish, French-Canadian, 
or Polish descent. This group was al- 
most entirely Catholic, yet they bick- 
ered among themselves in dog-eat-dog 
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manner. The remaining four per cent 
were Jews and Negroes. 

Springfield already had one weapon 
with which to fight intolerance—its 
good school system. John Granrud, 
Superintendent of Schools, hired tea- 
chers because they were capable, not 
because they had Anglo-Saxon names 
or agreed with him on politics. He 
and Miller saw eye to eye from the 
start. They went into a huddle and 
came out with a fighting plan of at- 
tack. Granrud followed up from there. 
He appointed a committee of nine 
teachers to give Springfield’s problems 
the X-ray eye. After six months of 
probing, they emerged with a diagno- 
sis and a program for administering 
the cure. 


The committee discovered that 
nearly everyone in Springfield had a 
set of carefully nurtured prejudices. 
Mary Jane hated the Jews because her 
mother and father hated them. The 
club she belonged to made her feel 
that she was superior to the “Polacks” 
or the “Niggers.” Her church taught 
her that its brand of religion was the 
only sure-fire way to get through the 
pearly gates. From biased newspapers, 
magazines, and radio programs she 
learned to distrust whatever group 
these opinion-moulders disliked: La- 
bor, Farmers, Big Business, Bankers. 
Not knowing the facts, she was an 
easy dupe for anyone with a political 
axe to grind. 

The obvious answer was to tell 
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everybody about everybody. The 
grown-ups as well as the school child- 
ren would have to be educated if in- 
tolerance were to get a knock-out 
blow. In addition, the schools would 
have to make children analyze their 
own prejudices to see the difference 
between fact and opinion. 

While delving into how the right 
ideas should be put across, the com- 
mittee discovered that students were 
being taught that we have already 
achieved a perfect democracy here in 
America. When youngsters learned 
from experience that this was far from 
true, they become disillusioned. A Ne- 
gro girl, told in school that Américans 
are not discriminated against because 
of race, grew bitter when she had no 
luck getting a stenographic position 
although she was an excellent steno- 
grapher. A boy with a foreign-sound- 
ing name could not help becoming 
cynical when he discovered he had 
less chance of landing a good job than 
a boy with an Anglo-Saxon name. 

The committee decided to face 
these issues squarely. The children 
should be encouraged to discuss faults 
as well as virtues in our imperfect 
democracy and to’ discover practical 
ways to correct these faults. 

The program started out in the 
elementary grades by tackling class 
prejudices. The children went out in- 
to the highways to get information. 

They talked to firemen, policemen, 
farmers, city officials. They got to 
know and like all the people they 
were studying. They soon say that 
Farmer Brown could not get along 
without Manufacturer Smith, nor 
Smith without Steel-Worker Harrison, 
and that all depended on Storekeeper 
Clark. Back in school they painted de- 
corative panels with such themes as 
“The Farmer's Contribution to City 
Living,” “The Workers,” and “Gov- 
ernment in the United States.” 

In Junior High School the program 
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attacked more violent prejudices. Dif- 
ferent racial and nationality groups 
were put under the microscope. 
Children studied casualty lists in 
newspapers and traced the national 
origin of names listed. They discov- 
ered that Sam _ Bernstein, Patrick 
O'Rourke, and Jan Podbielski were 
right in there pitching with Bill Jones. 
Afterwards, no one could tell them 
that Jew or “furriners” were draft 
dodgers. 

Sophy Urbanski and Marie Bouvier 
wrote plays about the life and times 
of grandpa and grandma back in Po- 
land and France. In the print shop 
they made little books of folk tales 
picked up from Aunt Pavla or Uncle 
Michel. Everyone studied the life 
stories of famous immigrant Ameri- 
cans such as Andrew Carnegie, Samuel 
Gompers, and Carl Schurz, and 
learned their contributions to Ameri- 
can life. They found out what im- 
migrants who settled in Springfield 
itself had done for the old home town. 
Youngsters who had been ashamed of 
their immigrant relatives now decided 
they were something to be proud of. 

To extinguish any lingering an- 
tagonism, the children wrote compo- 
sitions telling exactly the way they 
felt about different races. One little 
girl said: “After studying about the 
Negro, I decided I'd like to have one 
for my very best friend; they have 
many qualities better than ours.” 

To combat religious intolerance, the 
great religions were studied. Children 
attended Catholic masses, Protestant 
and Jewish services. At Christmas 


ish Chanuka or “Feast of Lights” as 
well as the Christian story of Christ's 
birth. Teachers noticed that cliques 
almost disappeared—that everyone 
worked and played better together and 
seemed to have more fun than ever 
before. 

In Senior High School the kids were 
given a straight pill without any su- 
gar coating. They really got down to 
cases on problems of government, dis- 
crimination in employment, and pro- 
paganda. They discussed the fact that 
many employers claimed they would 
not mind hiring Negroes if it 
were not for the objections of their 
white employees. The students con- 
demned the whites on this count and 
vowed they would work beside Ne- 
groes when they got jobs, just the 
way they now worked with them in 
school. As a salute to this growing 
tolerance, Superintendent Granrud 
hired a Negro school teacher. 

Next the students plowed into a 
propaganda analysis of newspapers 
and magazines. Eventually they 
sharpened up enough to sort out the 
facts and discount the emotional slant. 
They talked to newspaper editors 
about how news is gathered and how 
an editorial policy colors the news. 

Then, with the democratically elect- 
ed student government as an experi- 
mental laboratory, the students picked 
apart the faults of our democracy and 
discussed theories of improvement. 
Tests given before and after this ex- 
perience showed a leap in their ability 
to think critically. 

While school children were being 
given large doses of democracy, their 
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parents were getting more of the 
same. The school committee told 
women’s clubs and Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation groups just what was hap- 
pening to their offspring. News- 
papers and radio helped. Evening 
classes were started for grown-ups. 
Films on housing, city government, 
racial, religious, and economic minori- 
ties were shown. 

There were already free public fo- 
rums in Springfield, but now for the 
first time forums discussed things 
which might make people angry. Pros 
and cons were tossed back and forth 
in debates. Just before the November 
elections political meetings came into 
the limelight. Both condidates spoke 
from the same platform and answered 
any criticism from the audience—a 
true revival of the old New England 
town meeting. 

The School Placement Bureau got 
to work on the problem of hiring Ne- 
groes as well as getting better houses 
and higher salaries for them. The 
public, far from fighting against 
change, did everything it could to 
help. 

When the record showed that the 
tolerance innoculation was really be- 
ginning to take effect in Springfield, 
other towns started clamoring for the 
magic medicine. Educators from all 
over the country visited Springfield 
to see what was going on. Pittsburgh 
adopted the slogan im toto. Boston and 
New York have considered taking 
the leap. Eight to ten inquiries about 
the “Springfield Plan” are received 
each day from interested communities. 

However, Professor Miller warns 
against thinking that we are going to 
achieve Utopia immediately. He be- 
lieves the only answer is to keep plug- 
ging away year in and year out. “Up 
to the present time our schools have 
been patterned after the German edu- 
cational system,” says Miller. “The 
student was made literate but suscep- 
tible to propaganda. Hitler is the per- 
fect flowering of this sort of educa- 
tion.” 

Miller is quite sure that when vest- 
ed interests see what the plan can do, 
it will be viciously attacked. Politi- 
cians, advertisers, anybody who wishes 
to manipulate public opinion like a 
puppet on strings, will bitterly op- 
pose a program which teaches people 
to think for themselves. However, 
Miller is betting on the people to put 
it across. 

“Our democracy has a sixty-forty 
chance to survive the next ten years,” 
says Miller. “If we can survive and 
get even ten per cent of the people 
to think clearly, we shall have pro- 
duced enough leaders in America to 
offset the influence of charlatans and 
demagogues.” 
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SOVIET RUSSIA IN WORLD POLITICS 


1. THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA by Wil- 
liam Henry Chamberlain. New 
York. Scribners. 1943. pages 321. 
Index. $2.75. 

MAXIM LiTVINOFF by Arthur Up- 
ham Pope. New York. L. B. Fischer 
Corp. 1943. pages 530. Bibliogra- 
phy. Index. $3.50. 

RUSSIA AND Post WAR EUROPE 
by David J. Dallin. New Haven. 
Yale University Press. pages 223. 
Index. $2.75. 

t 
Mr. William Henry Chamberlain is 
one of the most distinguished journal- 
ists in America. He lived in Russia 
for twelve years as correspondent for 
the Christian Science Monitor, and has 
to his credit outstanding studies on the 

Russian Revolution, Russia’s Iron Age, 

Japan Over Asia, etc. In his new book, 

The Russian Enigma, Mr. Chamber- 

lain presents a careful study of Soviet 

Russia, which, while far from pedan- 

tic, will be helpful to scholars and spe- 

cialists as well as to the general read- 
ing public. 

This work was written upon the 
following sound assumption: “Good 
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relations between nations are as ill- 
served, in the long run, by undiscrim- 
inating flattery as by undiscriminating 
criticism.”* In this connection, he 
points out that Mr. Churchill, only a 
short time ago, said: 

“The service rendered by Finland to 
mankind is magnificent. They have 
exposed, for all the world to see, the 
military incapacity of the Red Army 
and of the Red Air Force. Many illu- 
sions about Soviet Russia have been 
dispelled in these few fierce weeks of 
fighting in the Arctic Circle. Every 
one can see how communism rots the 
soul of a nation; how it makes it ab- 
ject and hungry in peace, and proves 
it base and abominable in war.” 

The current fashion in the United 
States and Great Britain calls for en- 
thusiastic praise of every Russian 
move and those who dare to hold a 
critical view are dubbed “fascists.” 
Readers interested only in propagan- 
dist praise of everything Russian will 
be disappointed in this volume; but 
those who wish an unbiased picture of 





* All italics mine —T.D. 
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Soviet Russia as a whole will find it as 
an excellent and suggestive guide. 

In the chapters, “The Heritage of 
the Past,” “The Land and Peoples,” 
“The Great Russian Revolution,” and 
“From Leninism to Stalinism,’ the 
author gives a clear but brief survey of 
Russian history, political, economic, 
and social, up to the present time. Mr. 
Chamberlain does not regard Soviet 
Russia as a democracy. “Out of the 
Russian Revolution has emerged what 
may well be the strongest and what is 
certainly the most complete and con- 
sistent type of totalitarian state.” (p. 
91) “The constitution (of Soviet Rus- 
sia) contains a phrase to the effect 
that Soviet citizens are granted free- 
dom of speech, of the press, of assem- 
bly and meetings. This cannot be 
taken seriously, on the basis of actual 
conditions up to the present time. No 
private individual is permitted to pub- 
lish a newspaper or magazine... No 
meetings, assemblies and street dem- 
onstrations are held except under the 
inspiration and direct guidance of the 
ruling party.” (p. 155) According to 
the Constitution of 1936, “All Soviet 
citizens, criminals and lunatics ex- 
cepted, now enjoy the right to vote.” 
This is a great advance for social and 
moral reasons, because Soviet citizens 
who cannot vote are deprived of social 
insurance benefits and other privileges 
and even security of employment. But 
it must not be forgotten that in Soviet 
Russia “there is only one list of candi- 
dates to vote for.” 

The recent declaration that the six- 
teen independent republics of Soviet 
Russia will have the right to establish 
foreign relations with other powers 
has given rise to much speculation. 
Although Mr. Chamberlain’s book was 
published before the announcement of 
the policy, the following remark gives 
his point of view: “Quite illusory is 
the assurance to each constituent Re- 
public of ‘the right freely to secede.” 
Even the mildest symptoms of seper- 
atism in Ukrainia, White Russia and 
other non-Russian parts of the country 
have been treated as counter-revolu- 
tionary and stamped out by the vigor- 
ous methods of the political police.” 

What, then, is the nature of the 
Soviet regime and how stable is it 
likely to prove? “The Soviet regime, 
as founded by Lenin and perfected by 
Stalin, is neither an old-fashioned des- 
potism nor a liberal democracy. It 
does not fall into the former category 
because its power and appeal lie not in 
the preservation of the old, but in the 
propaganda for the new; because it 
thinks in terms of mass propaganda 
and has recruited its ruling class large- 
ly from the plebeian masses. It is not 2 
liberal democracy, because, in practice, 
it recognizes no rights for the individ- 
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ual as against the state, because it leads 
to the vesting in a few men, even in helena rubinstein’s 
one man, of power greater than any 
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c Mr. Chamberlain makes a point which 
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tics. But her role in the post-war 
world may be even more significant. 
Mr. Chamberlain writes: 

“The Soviet Union seems predes- 
tined to play a greater international 
role after the war than either Tsarist 
or Soviet Russia played in the past. . . 
At the most moderate estimate the 
will of the Soviet Government will be 
almost sovereign in large areas of east- 
ern and south-eastern Europe which 
lie outside the Soviet frontiers. No 
state and no possible combination of 
states in this part of the world pos- 
sesses the military-industrial might of 
Russia. Russia will possess a similar 
advantage in relation to its Asiatic 
neighbors, Turkey, Persia, Afghanis- 
tan and China. It will not be necessary 
to annex these weaker neighbors, to 
Sovietize them by force. A concentra- 
tion of bombing planes in the neigh- 
borhood of their frontiers will be a 
strongly persuasive hint to comply 
with Soviet wishes. I doubt whether 
public opinion in America and Eng- 
land appreciates as yet how much the 
Soviet Union will gain in relative 
strength, how the former balance of 
power will be upset by the political 
obliteration of Germany and Japan... 
After the defeat of Germany and 
Japan the Soviet Union will be almost 
impregnable against attack. It will be 
difficult to hold in check in certain 
parts of Europe and Asia.” 

Thus the future peace of the world 
might depend primarily upon the pos- 
sible developments in international re- 
lations between the Anglo-American 
powers and Soviet Russia. This again 


will depend upon the trend of Soviet 


Russian foreign policy. 
Il. 


Dr. Arthur Upham Pope, the Direc- 


tor of the Iranian Institute, New 
York, who has travelled extensively in 
Soviet Russia and known many res- 
ponsible personalities in Soviet Rus- 
sia, discusses the trends of Soviet Rus- 
sian foreign policy in his work Maxim 
Litvinoff. In this biography of the 
Soviet diplomat, who was born on July 
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17, 1876 in Bialystok and named Meer 
Genokh Moissevitch Wallach, Dr. 
Pope traces the evolution of the inter- 
national policies of Lenin before the 
Russian Revolution, and at various 
periods since the Revolution. During 
World War I, Lenin thought there 
was a possibility of a World Revolu- 
tion, and Soviet Russian foreign pol- 
icy was based upon the basic ideal of 
overthrowing world capitalism. When 
it became evident that even the Ger- 
man workers would not revolt and aid 
the Russian Soviet Government effec- 
tively, a Russo-German truce was ar- 
rived at. The Brest-Litvosk Treaty was 
a surrender to German militarism and 
capitalism, made in order to save the 
Revolution. To save the Revolution 
from the ravages of Civil War and 
possible international war, Soviet Rus- 
sia, under the direction of Lenin, also 
worked for recognition by other Pow- 
ers. In this as in later periods, Litvin- 
off was one of the chief architects of 
the Soviet Russian policy of Non- 
Aggression Pacts, Mutual Assistance 
Treaties, and Collective Security, ad- 
vocated in connection with various 
conferences of the League of Nations. 
It was Litvinoff who tried his best to 
check the growth of Fascist-Nazi pow- 
er through international collaboration; 
but long before the Munich Pact, he 
was convinced that both Britain and 
France, for their own security and in 
order to crush Soviet Russia, were 
willing to give Germany under Hitler 
full support in her eastward expansion 
at the cost of Russia. To stop such a 
development Litvinoff himself advo- 
cated a rapprochement with Germany. 
He suggested to Stalin that such a pol- 
icy could be best carried out under the 
direction of some other person as Sov- 
iet Foreign Minister, and thus resign- 
ed his post. 

“The full story of Litvinoff’s resig- 
nation, hitherto untold, is simpler, 
more reasonable, and less sensational. 
Litvinoff’s foreign policy was a logical 
outcome of the general Soviet Russian 
situation, and it was devised to serve 
the needs of Soviet Russia as were the 
Five Year Plans . . . Litvinoff himself 
took to Moscow from Geneva proof 
that Chamberlain was inciting Hitler 
to a crusade against the Soviet . . . He 
was convinced that Chamberlain 
meant business, that Czechoslovakia 
was to be sacrificed because Hitler 
wanted it and that the last barrier 
against Hitler's assault on Soviet Rus- 
sia was down. The only hope was to 
attempt a rapprochement with Hitler. 
Litvinoff knew that there was no place 
for him in a policy of collaboration 
with the Nazis . . . Litvinoff had to go. 
And it was Litvinoff himself who sug- 
gested it...” (p. 440-441) 
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The story of Hitler-Stalin collabor- 
ation in 1939-1941 is not a part of the 
work, as Litvinoff was in retirement 
then. One must seek elsewhere for the 
Soviet diplomacy of this period.* The 
book under review gives an excellent 
picture of the evolution of Soviet Rus- 
sian Foreign Policy as advocated by 
Litvinoff; but it is by no means a com- 
plete picture of the three distinct 
phases of Russian foreign policy—the 
phases of Russian security, Russian 
expansion, and World Revolution 
under Soviet Russian leadership. 


Il. 

The post-war policies of Soviet 
Russia must be consistent with the 
basic principles governing Soviet Rus- 
sia, although under different circum- 
stances different policies may be 
adopted to achieve the given end. 
Prof. David J. Dallin of Yale Univer- 
sity, the author of Soviet Russian For- 
eign Policy 1939-1942, in his latest 
work Russia and Post War Europe, 
gives us a scholarly and valuable study 
of the fundamentals of Soviet Russian 
foreign policy, their application in the 
past, and possible developments in the 
future. The book will not be liked by 
those who insist that Soviet Russian 
Foreign Policy is devoid of duplicity 
and can only be directed towards 
world co-operation. It discusses speci- 
fically “Britain and Germany in Soviet 
Policy,” “Political Orbits of Great Pow- 
ers,” “Russian Policy in Europe,” “Bri- 
tain, America and Eastern Europe,” 
“War Aims of Soviet Russia,” “Rus- 
sia’s Frontiers in Europe,” “The Soviet 
Security Sphere,” “Relations with Po- 
land,” “Germany, Weak or Strong?” 
and “Postwar Russia.” The author de- 
velops interesting and at times startl- 
ing conclusions regarding possible 
developments in world politics. It 
may be regarded as one of the best 
works on the subject and should be 
carefully studied by those who are 
genuinely interested in determining 
“Russia's Place in World Politics.” 

At the very outset the author points 
out that Soviet policy can not be re- 
garded as a renunciation of expansion- 
ist aims. Tsarist Russia, too, had a 
policy of imperialist expansion. But 
there are differences in the type and 
process of expansion practised by the 
two Russian regimes. The first point 
of difference lies in the treatment of 
neighboring nations. “As soon as they 
are brought within the Soviet Union 
they are subjected to a process of com- 
plete social break-up, directed by a 
small minority within each national 
unit, in accordance with Moscow 
plans. The old Russian empire never 
conducted, or had reason to conduct, 





*DuUEL FoR EUROPE by John Scott. 
Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1943. 
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such a thorough and wholesale attack 
on traditional social relations . . . The 
second point of difference lies in the 
fact that Soviet Foreign Policy (until 
the particular expansionist aim is real- 
ized) supports and stimulates local 
revolutionary movements . . . No other 
Russian regime was able to support its 
foreign policy with a network of its 
own organizations throughout the 
world .. . The third point of difference 
is seen in the far greater reach of ex- 
pansionist tendencies during the Soviet 
period than was ever true of the old 
regime .. . The fourth point of differ- 
ence is the product of the first three— 
Soviet policy does not and cannot rec- 
ognize lasting alliances with other, cap- 
italist powers, but only agreements of 
limited content. Her former collabor- 
ation with Germany and her present 
alliance with the United Nations are 
no more than maneuvers which have 
limited and temporary application.” 
(pp. 2-4) 

Soviet Russia, according to Lenin, 
must not allow the capitalist world 
to combine against itself. Thus So- 
viet policy pursues a type of balance 
of power theory for the sake of secur- 
ity, which is, fundamentally, similar to 
that of Britain. “After the defeat of 
Germany, Soviet Russia's only danger- 
ous Opponent was the victorious En- 
tente. War against it was being waged 
both in Europe and in the Far East. In 
search for a counter-weight Lenin 
again turned to Germany. His revolu- 
tionary hopes were interlaced with the 
prospect of reviving the German men- 
ace in Europe in order to compel 
France and England to abandon their 
military intervention against the Sov- 
iet State.” (p. 71) 

In this policy of Soviet-German-al- 
liance Lloyd George saw the greatest 
menace to the British Empire and the 
rest of Europe; and to detach Ger- 
many from Soviet Russia and also to 
create a counterpoise against a domin- 
ant France, the British consistently 
supported Germany, even Hitler’s 
Nazi Germany, until the latter plan- 
ned to fight Britain with the indirect 
help of Soviet Russia. 

The present Anglo-American-Soviet 
Russian alliance is expedient for these 
Powers in their fight against a com- 
mon enemy—Germany. Should Soviet 
Russia continue to expand its sphere 
of influence in Eastern Europe “it is 
hardly probable that Russia’s chief al- 
lies would comply with her desires for 
considerable expansion in any form 
whatever.” (p. 191) In such a situa- 
tion, a policy of encirclement might 
be developed against Soviet Russia, 
possibly involving an Anglo-German 
Alliance, the most dangerous combin- 
ation Russia could face. “This process 
of encirclement is certain to take place 
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after Soviet Russia crosses the Vistula, 
enters the Balkans, and moves up to 
the Mediterranean. Neither arguments 
nor appeals nor pacifism will be able 
to check the development of this con- 
flict,,—World War III. (p. 191) 


To pursue such an expansionist pro- 
gram, Soviet Russia would have to see 
that revolutionary forces operate in all 
parts of East Europe, including Ger- 
many. A Sovietized Germany collab- 
orating with Soviet Russia in foreign 
affairs, defense, and economic policies 
might be a weapon to counteract any 
Anglo-American opposition to the re- 
volutionary expansion of Soviet Rus- 
sia in Europe. In such a program Po- 
land could not be allowed to act as 4 
barrier, but would have to be a bridge 
between Germany and Soviet Russia; 
and thus Soviet Russia would insist at 
any cost on bringing Poland within 
her orbit of influence. 

Whatever the future course of 
world politics, it is certain that Soviet 
Russia will be a primary factor, and 
quite probable that Germany may 
again become an important element in 
the future balance of power among 
Great Powers. Dr. Dallin makes the 
following suggestion for Soviet Rus- 
sian policy: 

“The security of Russia would be 
assured more firmly by a lasting alli- 
ance with London - Paris - Washington 
than by an agreement with Prague- 
W arsaw-Belgrade-Berlin. This course 
would satisfy the interests of post-war 
Russia far better than large-scale ex- 
pansion, involving the creation of a 
German buffer state, a method fraught 
with the seeds of new wars.” (222). 
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Letter to the Editor 
DEAR SIR: 


In his article “The Responsibility of 
Opinion,” which appeared in the JEw- 
ISH FRONTIER of February, 1944, Mr. 
Ben Halpern makes a plausible argu- 
men for criminal libel laws to be im- 
posed on those who slander groups. 
Does not Mr. Halpern realize that not 
so long ago Robert Edmondson was 
under indictment for false and mali- 
cious anti-Semitic propaganda and that 
in that case practically every Jewish 
organization of standing, together with 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
filed briefs in support of a motion for 
the dismissal of the indictment? At 
first our emotions were well satisfied 
that a man like Edmonson should be 
indicted and tried. With further re- 
flection, however, came the realization 
of what would happen if a man were 
tried for anti-Semitic expressions. The 
tendency would be to line up people 
as Semites and anti-Semites. A trial 
would promote the evil that the indict- 
ment was intended to prevent. 


Mr. Halpern takes exception to my 
view that the right to a prejudice is 
a civil liberty and to my statement that 
racial hatred cannot be legislated out 
of existence. He asks whether the right 
to hate is “an intellectual and a moral 
as well as a legal right.” I do not 
know what an intellectual or a moral 
right is. It may be that a moral point 
of view is unjustified or that an intel- 
lectual point of view is erroneous. 
There can be no freedom if one man 
is denied the right to hold or to preach 
what some one else may regard as un- 
justified moral views or erroneous in- 
tellectual views. Freedom must mean 
the same right for another fellow to 
express foolish views as I have to ex- 
press wise ones. 


Mr. Halpern says that a State can 
insist “upon its own standards of civil 
morality not only with regard to acts 
but also expressions arising from basic 
attitudes” and that all that is necessary 
is for “a democratic State * * * to 
define its standards for expression.” 
Yet curiously enough, Mr. Halpern re- 
fers to other religions and says “a 
number of beliefs concerning the Jew 
* * * naturally breed hostility. Our 
Constitution guarantees them the right 
to hold and propagate these views.” 
The whole thing seems confusing to 
me but perhaps that may be because 
I don’t understand those who advocate 
“free speech, but—.” 


Yours very truly, 
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAyYs 
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WHOLE WHEAT MATZO* EGG MATZO 
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We Extend to Our Depositors Our Sincerest Wishes 
FOR A 


Happy Passover Holiday 


DIME SAVINGS BANK OF WILLIAMSBURGH 


Eighty Years of Service 


HAVEMEYER AND SOUTH FIFTH STREETS 
(Facing Williamsburgh Bridge Plaza) 




















DAIRYLEA 
MILK and CREAM 


Kosher for Passover 
mMoeasS ws 


Dairymen’s League Farms and 
Plants are under the personal 
supervision of Rabbi Hersch 
Kohn and his staff, who make 
sure that Dairylea milk, cream 
and buttermilk come under the 
strictest Orthodox Passover 
dietary regulations. 


You will be pleased with the fine 
quality and extra goodness of 
Dairylea Milk, Cream and But- 
termilk because they are pro- 
cessed under the most modern 
and sanitary conditions in the 
milk industry. 


Purchase DAIRYLEA MILK 
at your grocer or phone: 


GRamercy 5-5000 TRiangle 5-1800 
MOtt Haven 9-3776 


For Victory BUY MORE War Bonds and Stamps 


DAIRYLEA 
MILK 


PRODUCT OF DAIRYMENS LEAGUE 
CO-CPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
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TEA MATZOS 


IMPROVED. 
SQUARE MATZOS 


EGG MATZOS 
MATZO MEAL 
MATZO FERFEL 











Baked under supervision 
of a 
RABBI MENDEL CHODROW dian atk 


MATZOS 
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A. COHEN 
Brassieres 


395 FOURTH AVENUE 
New York City 
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Announcing the Opening of 
America’s Largest Kosher Restaurant 


IN THE HEART OF TIMES SQUARE 


PARAMOUNT RESTAURANT 
138 WEST 43rd STREET 


FOR & Kk R 


Official Opening April 7, 1944 
ALL ARE INVITED 


Management: Ziskind & Brand Tel. BRyant 9-2815-2816 
































JEWISH FRONTIER 








WINNER OF 
to 
Otelny war 


including 


“BEST ACTRESS OF THE YEAR” 
for JENNIFER JONES | 


CONTINUOUS 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. B'WAY & 49th ST. 
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FREE CAMP INFORMATION SERVICE 


Readers are invited to consult us for information regarding 
camps for their boys and girls. We have given this service for 
many years to thousands of our subscribers. There is no charge. 
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CAMP DEPARTMENT 
THE JEWISH FRONTIER 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send me information as follows: 


ON Re ONE A once RE a SO OC 
= de ee Piet rn = 
E Approximate Fee per Chid .....................- Dietary Laws ............ = 
2 1) EE RE aE,” <: |, - t Seenneetee eee = 
= NN a a cS ed = 
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APRIL, 1944 43 


“HOW TO Kil 
tt 


“PASSAGE TO MARSEILLE”, starring Humphrey 
Bogart, is the story of an outcast ... forgotten by, 
but not forgetting, the land that banished him... 
and of how jungle and shackles and mutiny could 
not stop him from going home. 
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Entertainment? Certainly! For entertainment 
is our business —a business in which Warner Bros. 
is a widely-recognized leader. 


And that leadership is based on this Company’s 
ability to make one picture satisfy two values! 


One value is entertainment. 


The other is best expressed in a long-standing 
Warner Bros. policy... of producing films that will 
help to champion the basic freedoms of democracy. 


You’ve seen that policy applied —in ‘This Is 
The Army’, ‘Air Force’, ‘Princess O’Rourke’, ‘Des- 
. tination Tokyo’, ‘Watch On The Rhine’, ‘In Our Time’, 
WS and many other Warner Bros. pictures. 


: _ ate QS Be sure to see it again—in ‘PASSAGE TO 
al \ PH R [:Y BOGA RI MARSEILLE’, ‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN’, 


1Q 7; nies ‘UNCERTAIN GLORY’ and other Warner Bros. pic- 
APA SS AG LD aa tures to come! Then you’ll know why the New York 





M AR Sk DA, 4h, iD SS Times referred to this Company’s “enviable record 
Ss : for combining good citizenship with good picture- 
A HAL B, WALLIS PRODUCTION making”. 


DIRECTED BY MICHAEL CURTIZ 


WARNER BROS. 


JACK L. WARNER, Executive Producer 


with this remarkable supporting cast: 
Gereen Play by Casey Robinson 8 Jock Moffitt » From 0 Novel bp 


CLAUDE RAINS + MICHELE MORGAN - PHILIP DORN « SYDNEY GREENSTREET « HELMUT DANTINE » PETER LORRE + GEO, TOBIAS ormcous monn a-vesentae 








The Annual Pre-Passover Statement of H. J. Heinz Company 
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| SWEINZL, ©, Bes 
HEINZ Products | wile Saf 


BAKED BEANS 


are NOT 
Kosher for Passover 


You have seen our advertisements dur- 
ing the years, calling attention to the 
@ on many of our labels. The @ is the 
symbol of endorsement of the UNION 
OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGRE- 
GATIONS OF AMERICA. 


We remind you again of the fact that 
the @ endorsement applies to the year- 
round use of our foods and does not in- 
clude the week of Passover. None of the 
Heinz Varieties is “‘Pessadick.” 





We wish our many friends every- 
where a Happy Passover. May this Sea-_ 
son of Liberation be the herald of the § BACK THE 
era of freedom for all mankind! ATTACK! 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY lapel 


PITTSBURGH, PA. HASTEN THE 


DAY OF 
VICTORY! 


1131 PAO) 7010) 257) 


Strictly Vegetarian 














